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ABSTRACT

Recently some Korean feminists have reported the family management agreement (FMA)
can contribute to enhance the women farmers’ legal status and to improve their farm
management. The FMA is a formal document written each rights and responsibilities on
the farm management, income allocation, and labor condition such as working time and
work-off days agreed among family members. Since 2004, 161 farmer couples have signed
and practiced the FMA after two-day workshop scheduled for the agreement. The purpose
of this study is to analyze the effects of FMA on the increase of participation in farm
management among women farmers. Data were collected from 204 FMA couples through
the structured questionnaires. Also interview and participating observation were carried out.
Paired t-test were conducted using SPSS 12.0 for Windows program. Major findings were
as follows. Women farmers’ participation in decision making of farming activities has
significantly increased after than before the FMA. However, husbands’ participation in
decision making is higher than women farmers even after the FMA. After the FMA, labor
compensation, regularly or irregularly, for women farmers has increased to 53.3%, 35.3%
higher than 18% of the previous study and women farmers’ ownership of their farm assets
has increased to 48.1% from 29.1%. Also, there is a tendency women farmers’ role as a
representative of their farm has increased. In conclusion the FMA makes women farmers
participate more in farm management as decision maker, income beneficiary, farm asset
owner, and farm representative, which encourage them to get the legal status as a farmer
and to control their farm management risk. It is suggested that the FMA be selected as a
program in order to strengthen the agricultural competitiveness.

Key words: family management agreement(FMA), participation in farm management,
women farmers
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Table 1. Characteristics of respondents

N(%)
Charateristics Category Husband(N=100) Wife(N=100) Total(N=200)
under 40 1(1.0) 4(4.1) 5(2.6)
40-49 32(32.7) 47(48.0) 79(40.3)
50-59 43(43.9) 40(40.8) 83(42.3)
Age(year) 60-69 2121.4) 7(.1) 28(14.3)
70 and over 1(1.0) 0(0.0) 1(0.5)
total 98(100.0) 98(100.0) 196(100.0)
elementary school 8(8.0) 5(5.1) 13(6.5)
middle school 28(28.0) 43(43.9) 71(35.7)
. high school 50(50.0) 44(44.4) 94(47.2)
Education 2-year college 8(8.0) 44.0) 12(6.0)
university and over 6(6.0) 3(3.0) 9(4.5)
total 100(100.0) 99(100.0) 199(100.0)
10 years or less 10(10.0) 12(12.6) 22(11.3)
11-20 24(24.0) 36(37.9) 60(30.8)
. 21-30 37(37.0) 35(36.8) 72(36.9)
Farming career 31-40 23(23.0) 9(9.5) 32(16.4)
41 years and more 6(6.0) 3332 9(4.6)
total 100(100.0) 95(100.0) 195¢100.0)
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Table 2. Main crop and income of farm households

Classification Category N(=100) %
staple food crop 31 320
special crop 8 8.2
. vegetable 23 237
Main Crop gy 21 216
others 14 14.4
total 97 100
under 30 million won 28 329
30-49 million won 21 247
50-69 million won 16 18.8
Income fyear 70-99 million won 14 16.5
100 million won and 6 7.1
over
total 85 1000
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Table 3. Comparing before and after FMA in couple’s participation level in decision making of farming

activities
Before FMA After FMA
Couple Farming activity N(=100) Paired t-value
mean(SD) mean(SD)
farming planning 81 78.5(22.1) 75.1(19.0) 1.673(NS)
variety and scale 69 76.8(25.2) 73.9(22.4) .673(NS)
Husband income and expenditure 74 71.027.8) 65.7(25.3) 1.276*
market and sales volume 70 72.6(25.5) 69.3(24.2) 2.081(NS)
working plan 71 73.4(24.4) 70.022.5) 1.705(NS)
investment in facilities 58 75.0(27.4) 72.1(24.5) 1.850(NS)
farming planning 76 49.1(26.9) 60.3(26.7) -4.544*
variety and scale 61 48.0(29.9) 57.126.7) -3.497*
Wife income and expenditure 68 56.9(30.6) 64.5(26.4) -2.775*
market and sales volume 66 53.9(30.7) 58.6(29.7) -1.540(NS)
working plan 66 53.7(26.4) 56.5(26.5) -1.361(NS)
investment in facilities 55 46.9(31.6) 51.3(29.8) -1.577(NS)

* P<05, NS = Non significance; range of mean 0~100.0
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Table 4. Comparing before and after FMA in couple’s role playing level of farming activities

Before FMA After FMA
Couple Farming activity N(=100) Paired t-value
mean(SD) mean(SD)
farming planning 74 76.2(21.8) 73.1(20.2) 1.522(NS)
variety and scale 63 74.025.7) 71.1(23.9) 1.358(NS)
Husband income and expenditure 66 70.3(26.1) 65.5(25.3) 1.358(NS)
market and sales volume 64 73.3(26.3) 70.2(25.0) 1.903(NS)
working plan 63 72.1(23.4) 66.8(21.6) 1.345%
investment in facilities 52 77.3(24.7) 72.8(24.1) 2.528(NS)
farming planning 69 51.5(25.0) 61.3(26.1) -3.674*
variety and scale 54 47.4(26.6) 56.6(27.6) -3.443%
Wife income and expenditure 62 56.3(30.6) 65.1(27.6) -3.443*
market and sales volume 60 53.7(28.7) 59.6(30.9) -3.039*
working plan 59 55.5(26.0) 58.9(27.7) -2.602*
investment in facilities 49 46.6(31.2) 51.3(30.6) -1.715(NS)

* P<05, NS = Non significance; range of mean 0~100.0



=L

g A AR 742 FEEFT M 7
o 9% 7ldx S/t FAHLE Folat ol
A

2. ZUMnt Fof &y

ol FAA F IEF A TS
AR BEAAE B3 189 =FHAE AAS
Fod Hoh o dF& ‘Qfﬂfs}?ﬂ "7 7
2006b). F7F A5 YF-E A4FHAAA =
5 W7tz ANH Ee Blzéﬂzqg_g A Y
e WEFIeAE BAY EASAEST(Table ),
BAao] o]Folxle FI7} 533%01Ux, B71F
BAMS 189%, BIA 7| RAL 344%0]%1Th

AAEYe] =F B4 GBS A MY
oZ‘*’F(Eﬂﬂl"ﬂ‘ c"h A 2004) M E 18%9] B

F& ot A7)1F BAabo] 8%0[1, 10%
A 714 BAtoldch olg} mlma) E w o]

Ao HEAGEE F7tNA 533%7F J48%
9 %9 tI7tE BAo] o]Foix 1 glof A
g1l 18%KH T} 353%P FL H|golu, V=
Z9gte] AAZA ALY B4 F
o7b FdiHAG T F7HE 5 Aok

R 7bE B w ol &3 HAto] o) F
o122 et Ht ol A7 JEe BF
o] NIEAFEY w7t HREe A ZEE ¢4
How HAse v AL IXsn Y7 W&

Table 5. Wife's participation in income and assets in

FMA couples
(N=100)
Classification Category N(%)
no compensation 42(46.7)
regularl 17(18.9
Labor- ‘ ! gutarly (18.9)
. compensation irregularly 31(34.4)
compensation
sum 48(53.3)
total 90(100.0)
no ownership 41(51.9)

already ownership before the FMA 19(24.0)

Assets- already ownership before the FMA  4( 5.1)
ownership and increase after the FMA
new ownership after the FMA 15(19.0)
total 79(100.0)
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Table 6. Wife's participation in farm representation
in FMA couples

(N=100)
Classification Category N(%)
husband 63(64.9)
wife 7(1.2)
Name of different by variety, item, 15(15.5)
product andfor crop
seller jointly husband and wife 12(12.4)
others 0(0.0)
total 97(100.0)
husband 59(59.6)
wife 14(14.1)
Name of  gitterent by variety, item,  20(202)
income andfor crap
bankbook legal body or jointly husband 5(5.1)
from product .
and wife
sales others 11.0)
total 99(100.0)
husband 27(27.3)
Manager of Wwife 28(28.3)
income different by variety, item, 12(12.1)
bankbook and/or crop
from product jointly husband and wife 32(32.3)
sales others 0(0.0)

total 99(100.0)
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