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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to get insights and data from home economics teachers for the development of
an in—service educational program on practical problem focused home economics program, which was planned to
be held from January 21st and to 29th, 2008, For this, focus group interview, one of qualitative research
methods, was used, One session of pilot and three sessions of main focus group interview in which total of 18
from October 31st, 2007 to November 14, 2007 Home economics teachers that participated were carried out.

Participants requested the followings contents of an in-service educational program regarding the practical
problem focused home economics curriculum, First, most of participants strongly desired to participate in an
in—service educational program when a program provided, The participants wanted to be a professional, who is
able to explain logically with philosophical background and knowledge about the practical problem focused home
economics curriculum, Second, participants requested the followings regarding practical problem focused home
economics curriculum for the contents of an in—service educational program: philosophy of home economics,
setting a perspective on each content areas, development of practical problem, watching a sample class unit,
developing teaching materials and motivation stimulating questions, designing of instruction and lesson plans,

class presentation and peer evaluation, constructing paper and pencil test items, and feedback from expects on
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the practical problem focused home economics curriculum, Third, participants wanted an in—service educational
program to be a combination of theory and practice, and at least 50% of it allotted to practice. Participants
thought that both peer participants and experts from university would evaluate them whether they achieved the
objectives of the in-service educational program if an in—service program has to evaluate participants,
Participants would evaluate an in—service educational program excellent when they become empowered to teach
other home economics teachers the theoretical aspects of the practical problem focused home economics
curriculum and the practical aspects as well, Based on the results of this study a framework of the 30 hours

practical problem focused home economics curriculum was proposed.
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