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<Abstract>

Disfluency in Language Development

Tae-Kyung Kim, Kyung-Hee Chang

The purpose of this study is to know the characteristics of disfluency in childhood.
The subjects were 144 normal children at the age of between 3 to 8 years who lived in
Seoul. All the subjects provided spontaneous conversational speech samples during free-play
interactions with their friends. We investigated the patterns and the frequency of disfluency
and its relevance with subject’s age, speaking rate and MLU(mean length of utterance).
The results of this study can be summarized as follows. (1) There was no difference in
the frequency of disfluency with the speaker’s age or speaking rate. (2) Interjection was
the most frequently occurring pattern of disfluency. (3) Prolongation, revision, interjection
increased with age while part-word repetition, single-syllable word repetition, multi-syllable
word repetition decreased gradually. (4) A significant effect of MLU on the frequency of
disfluencies were demonstrated. The regression analysis has shown that more disfluencies
occurred in utterances of children whose MLU is longer.

Keywords: Disfluency, Stuttering, Fluency, Child language, Language acquisition, Mean length
of utterance, Speaking rate.
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