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An Investigation of the Elementary School Students' Perceptions of
the Scientific and Technological Professions by Using the
‘Drawing Scientific and Technological Workplaces’

Kim, Kyungsun - Lee, Seoriwoo - Han, Sujin - Noh, Tachee
(Seoul National University)

ABSTRACT

In this study, we investigated the elementary school students' perceptions of the scientific and technological
professions by using the ‘drawing scientific and technological workplaces'. The subjects were 401 students of
4th and 6th grades at three elementary schools in Seoul. The results revealed that many students drew the inte-
riors of laboratories or factories as scientific and technological workplaces, and explained the nature of the work-
place, but students' images were superficial and general. Most students’ drawings also exhibited the stereotypical
images of science and technology as androcentric and negative perceptions. Students were mainly inclined to per-
ceive that the works relevant to science were experiments, and the works relevant to technology were productions
and repairs. Most students answered more than two examples of scientific and technological professions, but their
responses were not various and were biased toward basic scientists, blue-collar workers, and repairers. Educa-
tional implications of these findings were discussed.

Key words : perceptions of scientific and technological professions, scientific and technological workplace,
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