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Articulation Ability and Phonological Process in Multicultural Family Children
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ABSTRACT

The present study examined multicultural family children’s articulation accuracy and
phonological process using Assessment of Phonology and Articulation for Children(APAC), and
compared them with normally developing children. The subjects of this study were 24
multicultural family children between ages 3 years, 6 months and 3 years, 11 months. The
multicultural family children’s articulation accuracy was significantly lower than the normally
developing children’s. In case of the normally developing children, phonological processes the
multicultural family children showed were observed at a younger age and did not appear at the
age of the children participating in this study. The Japanese multicultural family children and
the non Japanese multicultural family children showed different rate of the changes. This
result shows that articulation development in the multicultural family children may be different
among them according to the classification and that the children’s error patterns are related to
their mothers’ native language. The results of this study are proposed to be applicable to

articulation assessment and treatment.
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