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ABSTRACT

Classifying digital games’ genres is quite ambiguous work, as they have been using other
media’s genre classification such as film genre. Therefore this paper tries to propose a new
way of classifying genres of digital games. There are two kinds of approaches to digital
games genres: one is based on gamers’ activities and the other is on game text. The former
turned out to be limitative because the meanings of gamers’ activities are sometimes
overlapped and this overlapping causes lack of objectivity in deciding which activity belongs to
which genre. On the other hand, the latter is comparatively clear and accurate as it is based
on what a game text provides. After all. a new classification of digital games based on game
text makes total of 7 digital game types, which are Physical obstacles, Mainly Physical &
partially intellectual obstacles, Intellectual obstacles, Mainly intellectual & partially physical
obstacles, Self-supporting games, Confronting games, Ranking games, and each type has its
own convention and characteristics.

Keyword : Game genre, convention and characteristics of game genre
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