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The Changesin the Characteristics and Distribution of Maquiladora
Industriesin Mexico

Heesoon Kim*

Abstract : Maquiladora industries have grown due to the decrease in labor costs caused by
Mexico’s economic crisis and the increase in possibility of Mexico’s advance into North American
markets caused by the NAFTA that come into effect since the 1980s and 1990s. Early Marquiladora
industries have started to be located in the Northern borders of Mexico using young-female labor
forces centered on the textile and electronic part industries. However, after the 1980s, the port
soared, and the regional range of Maquiladora industries has also enlarged to 25 states. The most
important regions of Maquiladora industries in Mexico are Chihuahua and Baja California and their
cities are Ciudad Juares and Tijuana. Magquiladora industries had grown in terms of the cost of
product and the employment until the end of the 1990s. However, Maquiladora industries have
decreased in the cost of product and the employment since the 2000s. The regional range of
Magquiladora industries has enlarged into the entire of Mexico, but most of Maquilador industries is
still located in Northern border regions centered on six states. The textile industry is a
representative one of Maquiladora industries and the early Maquilador industries have been
focused on the textile industry. Thus, the textile industry in Maquiladora shows the same pattern as
any other industries in Mexico. However, machinery and electronic part industries have been
concentrated on the Northern border states and existing manufacturing zones. In terms of the
change in employment by industry, machinery and electronic part industries occupied most high
employment proportion and the textile industry sector was the next. The distinguished point is that
service industries are growing.

Keywords : Mexico, Maquiladora industries, Northern border region, Chihuahua, Ciudad Juares
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