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A Study on the ‘Theater of the World’ and
the ‘Roman Forum’ in Analogical Aspect

Park, Sang Seo
(MEn. Candidate Handong Global University)
Lee, Dae Jun
(Prof. Handong Global University)

Abstract

Aldo Rossi explained Roman Forum as a significant urban artifact, because Roman Forum
analogically showed not only an image of Roman Empire but also a figure of primitive design
for its region. Thus the comparison and analysis between characteristics of Aldo Rossi's
architectural works which are based on the theory of ‘Analogical city’ and the forums, the
urban artifacts, was proceeded in this study. Consequently, it was discovered that Aldo Rossi
had used his analogical thinking from the forum for his architectural languages such as gable
roofs, square windows with depth, columns and so on. His analogical use of organizing spaces,
such as courtyard type and pillar corridor type, has also shown that their types came from
forum spaces. His analogical aspects of the forum: a space where urban images are
analogically formed; were expressed in the ‘Theater of Science’ with the urban architecture
form as the actor and the Theatre as the stage for analogical urban performances.

Nevertheless, the expression of primitive design which divides the Roman Forum from other
forums was actualized in 'the Theater of the World’. He not only analogically used types from
Roman Forum in architectural design but also used boat in Water space, which decided the
lifestyle and culture of Venice even before the civilization, to express the primitive design of
Venice.

Consequently, Aldo Rossi, by aiming the severance from the tradition, provided the
possibility of explaining the newest modern type within the historical meaning by forming type
which finds its continuance in history through ‘the Theater of the World and through
analogical thinking along with the level of modern culture, to our urban architectural

atmosphere that has lost its historical meanings.

Keywords : Urban artifact, Analogical City, Roman Forum, Type
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