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Anger, Anger Expression, Psychoticism, Addiction, and
Coping among Aggressive Victims of Dating Violence

Kyung-Hyun Suh
Sahmyook University

The purpose of this study was to explore anger and its expression, psychoticism, addiction, and coping
styles of victims, especially aggressive victims of dating violence, and to provide valuable information for
prevention of dating violence and rehabilitation of victims. The participants were 477 female college
students who had the experience of heterosexual dating relationships, whose ages ranged from 17 to 29
(M=20.59, SD=1.44). The psychological tests used in this research included the following: Straus'
Conflict Tactics Scale, Spielberger's State-Trait Anger Expression Inventory, Eysenck Personalty Inventory,
and multidimensional Coping Scale. Results revealed that victims only were more likely to receive violence
as well as sexual harassments from their dating partners than aggressive victims of dating violence.
Aggressive victims of dating violence showed higher level of trait anger and anger-out, and difficulty in
control their anger than victim only and women who had not experienced dating violence. In addition,
they also revealed symptoms of paychoticism and addiction. And aggressive victims of dating violence
showed less active coping and more active forgetting and renunciation than victims only and women who
had not experienced dating violence. Victims only of dating violence more like to criticize themselves and

pursue religious coping than aggressive victims. Researcher discussed these results with previous studies.

Key words : dating violence, aggressive victims, anger, psychoticism, addiction, coping
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