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Expectation Dynamics of Embryonic Stem Cell Research

: Focusing on the establishment process of Stem Cell Research Center

Shon, Hyang Koo

ABSTRACT

This research was petformed with the aim of analyzing the
‘expectation dynamics' of embtyonic stem cell research which was
revealed throughout the establishment process of Stem Cell
Research Center from 2000 to 2002. Expectation dynamics is a
chained process: expectation construction - raising fund - performing
research. Normally, researchers are considerably circumspect and
politically neutral in assessing the result of tesearch. However, some
researchers are very involved in building the expectation dynamics
by developing an overestimated impact of the result, which can be
understood as a kind of strategy for solving the financial problem
and defending the criticism in terms of bioethics.

Nowadays Biotechnology R&D costs a big budget and requires
large size human resources, so building the expectation dynamics is
a decisive element for a successful R&D performance, which makes
the strategy-development in the political context much more
important. By analyzing the actors-network of embryonic stem cell
research in term of 'expectaton dynamics', we can clarify the
identity of embryonic stem cell researchers and draw a conclusion
which is very helpful for decision makers and the public to make
a decision related with embryonic stem cells.

Key terms:

governance, science and technology, policy discourse, institution
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