Journal of the Korean Society of Costume
Vol.58, No.6 (July 2008) pp.145-157

Hidiot ol OIXiol0) LIErt RIS30f et
- 1996L00 4 200542 BYME BHoE -

0 F-d T F
OIFHoty IfMMRASHD HAYua* ANMHSD HAM

)
[
El
>
H#
*

=

The Ethnic Look Featured on Vivienne Tam's Collection
from 1996 to 2005

Mikyung Ro* - Chanju Kim**
Concurrent Professor, Dept. of Fashion & Industry, University of Incheon*®
Professor, Dept. of Fashion & Industry, University of Incheon®*
(31 2008 4. 18, MAMGEAY: 2008. 6. 20, Al A& 2008, 7. 18)

ABSTRACT

Vivienne Tam was born in mainland China and educated in Hong Kong and has worked
mainly in New York. Within multi-cultural background, she has shown unique fashion designs
where western styles and China esprit were harmonized.. This study analyzed the ethnic look
featured on Vivienne Tam's design to identify how she has expressed her ethnic identity into
fashion. Photos featuring ethnic appeal among her New York collection from 1996 S/S to 2005
F/W were analyzed in terms of shape/silhouette, color, fabric, motifs, detail and accessaries. She
utilized frequently chinese motifs and patterns such as bamboo, panda, budha, flowers, letters,
and masks. Secondly she modified the shapes of Chinese traditional costume like Quipao to
render ethnic appeal. Color, fabric and detail like frog and embroidery also contributed to
enhance China mood. Comparatively, she used western clothing items including shirts, blouses,
skirts, pants, dresses, and coats and maintained the silhouette tight and fit so that most her
designs look wearable and westernized.
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