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ABSTRACT

Every country of the world in the 21st century is going to push forward the policy
protecting their intellectual property right, and international movement to protect their
intellectual right is still more strengthened. Under these situations, the firm is required to
seek for more efficient methods of technology security and business management while
the existence of business itself is at risk, The control of intellectual properties in business
should be considered in the patent management. In the company, the industrial property
right should be into one of the management resource, and its importance has great
influence on the existence of the company. The information in patent data can be used
for strategic planning purposes. This study systematically evaluates the patenting behaviour
of sample of 27 business firms within the Korean metal industry. Utilizing the patent
application data between 2000 and 2005, the relationship between these patenting
management and company performance is analysed. This study showed that patent
activity per employee and labor productivity are positive relationship, but patent activity
per employee and firm size are negative relationship. Since a positive relationship
between patenting and company performance could be shown, patent activity gains
important as a instrument for R&D planning,

Key Words . Patent Management, Metal Industry, Company Performance, Patent Activity,
Firm Size
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