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Trend Analysis of Strategic Factors to Promote the Image of Cities
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ABSTRACT

In the past, the purpose of urban landscape planning was to beautify cities. Now, that is changing as cities with their
own characteristic identities and images are focusing on the making of livable cities. The subject of international competition
is turning from a country objective to that of individual cities. To increase the attraction of the urban image will, therefore,
be the most important and urgent policy in all cities. A city without global competitiveness will be demoted to a sub-city.
This study intends to suggest strategic ways to improve the urban image suitable for Korean cities by the analysis and
classification of the advanced cases in other countries.

This study can be summarized as follows:

1. The image of cities is promoted by diverse strategies such as establishing landmarks, making meamngful places,
hosting festivals and sports events, and making cultural policies. These strategies can be classified by three factors:
the landscape and ecological factor, the historical and cultural factor, and the administrative and economic factor.

2. Korean cities are making efforts to promote their images through a variety of ways. Mega cities in Korea are steadily
carrying out projects to use the administrative and economic factor such as expanding the infrastructure, supporting
enterprises, advertising and marketing with accumulated capital. However, local small cities mainly depend on festivals
and simple events or programs that are of interest but which lack characteristic identity.

3. Cities of advanced western countries are upgrading their images by finding and applying strategic methods to reflect
characteristic identity and to keep in step with the changes of the times. On the other hand, cities in Japan try to
promote urban image with traditional native festivals and with the making of livable places based on resident
participation. | |

The central government in Korea needs to establish a master plan considering the regional balance to improve the
image of each city. Local governments should carry out these diverse strategic methods. The task after benchmarking advanced
cities with beautiful landscapes will be to find an ‘All-Korean Style’ and apply it to cities with characteristic image.
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