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Discussions on the Distribution and Genesis of Mountain Ranges in the
Korean Peninsular (11): Proposing a New Mountain Range Map
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Abstract : Recent disputes on mountain ranges in Korea have partially been derived from the discordance of the
spatial distribution and the extent of mountain ranges presented by different researchers and school textbooks. The
lack of consensus on the definition and genesis of mountain ranges adds further confusion. In order to overcome these
problems, it is necessary to provide genetically classified mountain range maps for different usages, map scales and
educational purposes. This paper first argues that mountain ranges and mountain ridges should separately be used as
different conceptual frameworks to explain complex spatial distribution of mountains in Korea. The new mountain
range map (sanmaekdo) proposed in this research puts strong emphasis on tectonic movement and denudational
processes to explain the spatial distribution of mountains. The new mountain range map has 15 mountain ranges
(sanmaek; in total, which are further divided into 7 primary and 8 secondary mountain ranges. The new mountain
range map eliminates jeogyuryeongsanmaek, Myohyangsanmaek, Myeoraksanmaek, and Masingnyeongsanmaek from
the existing map, since these have a vague definition and obscure spatial distribution. On the contrary, few new
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primary mountain ranges (Gilju-Myeongcheonsanmaek, Yangsansanmaek, Jirisanmaek) and secondary mountain ranges

(Wolchulsanmaek and Buksubaeksanmaek) are added to the new mountain range map. Other mountain ranges also

show a large difference both in their spatial distribution and the extent of mountain ranges, compared with the

previous map. This is especially the case for Nangnimsanmaek, Hamgyeongsanmaek, Taebaeksanmaek, and

Sobaeksanmaek. A few new names are also assigned to Macheollyeongsanmaek (Baekdusanmaek), Gwangjusanmaek

(Hwaaksanmaek), Charyeongsanmaek (Chiaksanmaek), and Noryeongsanmaek (Naejangsanmaek), even though they

show similar spatial distribution patterns with the ones in the existing map.

Key Words : mountain ranges, mountain ridges, geomorphological processes, primary mountain ranges, secondary

mountain ranges
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