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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to examine the elderly generation’s understanding of
game information and for recognition of computer based games as a recreation activity for
the mid-to late adults. This study investigated game use and personal thoughts about the
influences of computer games on each generation. The study was conducted by survey with
the subjects being 242 adults aged 40 to 72 living in Busan and Kyung-nam area. Findings
indicated that 43.5% of adults used computers to access games. The purposes for computer
use were: business, searching portal sites, and games. 44.8% of adults knew about game
information education. 67.4% of adults who had someone as a game information resource
reported that their children provided the game information. Most adults used arcade games
and recognized the influences of game information as positive to adults and the elderly but
negative to children and adolescents. Finally, the adults aged “after mid-life” who knew
about game information education showed higher ego-integrity and psychological well-
being. These findings have implications for the development of elderly education programs
aimed at promoting quality of life for older adults.
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Table 1. Characteristics of the sample

Characteristics Classification N (%)
male 120 (49.6)
Gender female 122 (50.4)
total 242 (100.0)
40-49 110 (45.5)
Age 50-59 107 (44.2)
60 over 25 (10.3)
total 242 (100.0)
under highschool 138 (57.4)
Education college and university 86 (35.5)
graduate school 17 (7.0)
total 241 (96.6)
Busan 149 (61.6)
Region Gyeongnam province 93 (38.4)
total 242 (100.0)
yes 174 (71.9)
Job no 68 (28.1)
total 242 (100.0)
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Table 2. Use of computer game and game information

(90.2%) “EFST

Table 3. Type of using computer game for the
mid-to later aduits

Gam Role
© Arcade Adventure ~ Simulation Total
type Playing
185 5 4 11 205
N (%)

(90.2) (2.4) (2.0) (5.4) (100.0)

source
Type N (%)
Major reason to use  portal site search 31 (23.0)
computer e-mail 6 4.4
business 43 (31.9)
education 8 (5.9)
game 30 (22.2)
music & movie 1 (0.7)
shopping & bank 14 (10.4)
others 2 (1.5)
total 135 (100.0)
Computer game yes 116 (47.9)
source no 126 (52.1)
total 242 (100.0)
Information source children 93 (67.4)
type spouse 5 (3.6)
friends 13 (9.4)
colleagues 11 (8.0)
education 10 (7.2)
others 6 (4.3)
total 138 (100.0)

HES A s 990 A3 deEHEE s
gt Zil= Table 20} AAISH vk} o] P&
(31.9%), LYALO|E XH(23.0%), 1|31 FFE
AN222%) o2 eI AlY FE il
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T2 Yeth Al FE tig AFAE U
XS AFEs9S W, 479%7F kA 23S
I, AYAR AFAE A I7K67.4%) 7HE B3k
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5ol o2 gyt

Table 3914 HExo] F - =d AUsol FE
Z7)1e AYY FHE2e F2 I2F, 5, HE

5ol F& o|FE EEAYS ofAlolE AlYdes

2. ZARE Al IOl chet iy
F w9 495l BFY AYL ol
7o) & el AR AYE olgBTHA o

Table 4. Perception on the influences of computer
game for the mid-to later adults

Perception of game

influences Type N (%)
Game negative 56 (23.3)
influences neutral 101 (42.1)
recreation life positive 83 (34.6)
total 240 (100.0)
Relationship negative 94 (40.3)
with friends neutral 75 (35.2)
positive 64 (27.5)
total 233 (100.0)
Relationship negative 61 (26.1)
with children neutral 73 (31.2)
positive 100 (42.7)
total 234 (100.0)
Memory and negative 62 (27.3)
attention neutral 73 (32.2)
positive 92 (40.5)
total 227 (100.0)
Computer use negative 63 (27.8)
neutral 63 (27.8)
positive 101 (44.4)
total 227 (100.0)
Relationship negative 114 (50.4)
with spouse neutral 71 (31.4)
positive 41 (42.6)

total 226 (100.0)
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Table 72 2z} oA ¥ AYe 92 I
M2 FEst JIZERS o, FYsoR "
G212 FstA] grdH of" FHA A {3}
A & AeZ AzZist=Ao g Ajolrt of
T AadoA HFH AYLS dAFH F99
Y 4TS F 4 & AR U4EUX
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Table 5. Perception on the computer game influences for each developmental stage
Influences Very negative Negative Neutral Positive Very positive Total
Age group N (%) N (%) N (%) N (%) N (%)
Children 35 (14.9) 86 (36.6) 50 (21.3) 59 (25.1) 5 2.1 235(100)
Adolescents 34 (14.2) 102 (42.5) 46 (19.2) 56 (23.3) 2 (0.8) 240(100)
Adults 16 (6.7) 45 (18.8) 76 (31.8) 9% (41.4) 3 (1.3) 239(100)
Elders 15 (6.3) 32 (13.4) 46 (19.2) 138 (57.7) 8 (3.3) 239(100)

Table 6. Game types which can be positive to each developmental stage

Types of game Arcade game Adventure game Role playing game Simulation game Total
Gamers N (%) N (%) N (%) N (%)
Children 36 (18.0) 104 (52.0) 25 (12.5) 35 (17.5) 200(100)
Adolescents 17 (8.6) 54 (27.4) 63 (32.0) 63 (32.0) 200(100)
Adults 122 (59.2) 0 (4.4) 20 (9.7) 55 (26.7) 200(100)
Elders 187 (90.8) 6 (2.9) 5 (24 8 (3.9 200(100)
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Table 7. Perception of possible positive & negative influences of game for each developmental stage

Age group Physical Emotional Cognitive Social Others Total
N (%) N (%) N (%) N (%) N (%)

Positive influences

Children 42 (26.9) 38 (24.4) 64 (41.0) 7 (4.5) 532 156(100)
Adolescents 20 (12.6) 43 (27.0) 73 (45.9) 21 (13.2) 2 (L3) 159(100)
Adults 25 (14.4) 73 (42.0) 27 (15.5) 44 (25.3) 5 (2.9 174(100)
Elders 54 (27.4) 77 (39.1) 25 (12.7) 33 (16.8) 8 (4.1) 197(100)
Negative influences

Children 60 (31.3) 79 (41.1) 22 (11.5) 31 (16.1) 0 (0.0) 192(100)
Adolescents 56 (29.0) 82 (42.5) 18 (9.3) 34 (17.6) 0 0.0 193(100)
Adults 100 (54.6) 26 (14.2) 10 (5.5) 43 (23.5) 4 (2.2) 183(100)
Elders 109 (64.1) 12 (7.1) 8 4.7 38 (22.4) 3 (1.8) 170(100)
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