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ABSTRACT

A Comparative Study on Government Policy for Animation Industry

between Korea and China

Kim, Young Jae

The animation industries of Korea and China shares the effort for transition from work—for-hire industry into creative
industry. In spite of similar industry background and characteristics, and the aggressive government policy to support this
industry transition at the same point of time, the current status of animation industries in Korea and China are showing
very different statistics as of the end of 2007. The production amount of Chinese ariginal animation has grown rapidly
since 2004, which has made China the top class country in the world in original animation production amount, and more
than 600 million audience of Chinese TV animation has firmly established the Chinese domestic animation market basis.
On the other hand, despite the Korean government support, original animation production of Korea has been showing a
slow and sluggish growth, and Korean animations are losing the domestic market basis with only 1% TV ratings due to
unfavowrable Korean TV stations’ programming practices against Korean animations. This different status of animation
industries of two countries are the result of different government policies and the fallacy of Korean government. While the
Chinese government has focused its industry policy on the facilitating the domestic market by establishing the stable
broadcasting TV distribution and encouraging the animation production through organic cooperation between related
government agencies, Korean government spent lots of effort into faciitating the development of original animation
projects, without cooperative structure in the government, and without sincere  consideration on the importance of
establishment of domestic market consumer basis.
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