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Analysis on TV News Frame on Whistle—Blower

Focused on News Coverages on ‘Kim Yong Chul’

Claiming Samsung Group’s Slush Fund

Nam—II Kim
Ph. D. in Communication Studies

(Dept. of Mass Communication and Journalism, The Sungkyunkwan University)

This paper regards former Samsung lawyer Kim Yong-Chul’s action of
claiming Samsung Group’s slush fund as typical Whistle-Blowing from inside.
News frames in KBS, SBS TV were examined through comparative analysis.
In formal feature, ‘episodic news frame’ hold an absolute majority in both
stations. From news sources, the group of whistle-blower such as lawyer Kim
Yong-Chul and civic groups was confronted with Samsung and state author-
ities including the Prosecutor, financial agencies. Analysis on the theme of
news coverages demonstrated 5 frames: ‘public announcing frame’, ‘news
of conflict frame’ ‘demanding a close inquiry frame’, ‘declaration of conscience
frame’, ‘causing social upheaval frame’, Analysis result shows that ‘public
announcing frame’ was most frequently used in reporting and there was
distinction between KBS and SBS in ‘declaration of conscience frame’ and
‘causing social upheaval frame’. Relatively KBS preferred ‘declaration of con-
science frame’ and SBS would use ‘causing social upheaval frame’, from
which reciprocal relation as media ownership could be analogized. Both media
tend to make light of in-depth news coverages on structural issues or essential
settlement and it is shown that both stations treated this situation with
intriguing audiences as stressing sensitive parts in this event. Follow-up of
changing process of ‘declaration of conscience frame’ through diachronic anal-
ysis on framing informs that additional exposure of ‘Lee Yong Chul’, former
secretary in Nov 19, 2007 influenced increasing of frequency of using
‘declaration of conscience frame’. However, news reporting on whistle-blower
in KBS and SBS generally adheres to passive attitude of following changes
in the surroundings rather than playing an active role in improving social
recognition on whistle-blowing, which can induce to the spread of negative



Abstracts 433

feature on it. Thus it is assumed that terrestial television broadcasting should
regard whistle-blowing as contradiction in social structures and active depth
reporting seems to be needed for improving social recognition on whis-
tle-blowing.

Key words: frame, TV News, Whistle-Blowing, Samsung
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