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Laying the Siting of High-Level Radioactive Waste in Public Opinion
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Local opposition and protest constitute single greatest hurdie to the siting of locally unwanted land
uses(LULUs), especially siting of high-level radioactive disposal not only throughout Korea but also
throughout the industrialized world. It can be attributed mainly to the NIMBYism, equity problem, and lack
of participation. These problems are arisen from rational planning process which emphasizes instrumental
rationality. But planning is a value-laden political activity, in which substantive rationality is central. To
achieve this goals, we need a sound planning process for siting LULUs, which should improve the ability
of citizens to influence the decisions that affects them. By a sound planning process, we mean one that

1) S. Kaner. 2007. Facilitator's Guide to Participatory Decision-Making. 2nd ed



is open to citizen input and contains accurate and complete information. In other word, the public is also
part of the goal setting process and, as the information and analyses developed by the planners are
evaluated by the public, strategies for solutions can be developed through consensus-building. This method
is called as a co-operative siting process, and must be structured in order to arrive at publicly acceptable
decisions. The followings are decided by consensus-building method.

1. Negotiation will be held?

2. What is the benefits and risks of negotiation?

3. What are solutions when collisions between national interests and local ones come into?
4. What are the agendas?

5. What is the community' role in site selection?

6. Are there incentives to negotiation.

7. Who are the parties to the negotiation?

8. Who will represent the community?

9. What groundwork of negotiation is set up?

10. How do we assure that the community access to information and expert?
11. What happens if negotiation is failed?

12. Is it necessary to trust each other in negotiations?

13. Is a mediator needed in negotiations?

| Keywords | high—level radioactive waste, selection of siting, public discussion,
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