Journal of the Korean Society of Costume
Vol.58, No.4 (May 2008) pp.99-112

Corsetry M8 Hjul3+

8 A D

OO IOt ot INMAEIRZAES D HYDS

L.

A Comparative Study of Corsetry Methods

Sang-Hee Park

Additional Concurrent, Dept. Fashion Stylist, Anyang Technical College
(2008. 2. 22 F11)

ABSTRACT

The aim of the study was to look into the construction methods of historical corsetry and
compare them with the construction methods of corsetry today. Through a comparative study, it
was concluded that the design, material, sewing and functions of corsetry of a certain period are
sum of the clothing techniques and fashion of the time.

Corset was first appeared at the end of the 16th century. It has been through many changes
in terms of items, materials, patterns, sewing methods in order to make right silhouettes of the
time. Now corsetry has been developed into various items such as waist nipper, all-in-one, nipper
bra, and girdle. All these items have a common purpose, that is to improve the body shape.

The corsetry of the past was made of non stretchable materials, so they used to restrict body
movements, and required individual fitting several times. Due to the development of thin durable
stretchable fabrics, functional bones, and advanced sewing machines, construction methods of
seam, hem and opening are simplified compare to their predecessors. Consequently corsetry
became less weighted, easy to wear, easy to wash and easy to mass produce. Yet they have

consistency in sewing techniques such as using bones or wires to support bodice shape, using
durable twill fabrics over plain for attractive body shapes.
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