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The Understanding of Elementary School Teachers
on the Current Science Issues

Jhun, Youngseok
(Seoul National University of Education)

ABSTRACT

We investigated the understanding of elementary school teachers on the current science issues. As a first step
of the research, we choose 10 science issues which are influencing current society. Then we asked 119
elementary school teachers in Seoul, Inchon and Daejeon how important they think and how much they know
the issues. As a result, we found that almost elementary school teachers know much on alternative energy, atomic
bomb, nuclear power generation and global warming while they less know about high technology as Korean
supersonic trainer(T-50"™) and Synchrotron radiation accelerator. Also we know that teachers take an interest on
the articles about current science issues only for a while and forget to study on the issues for themselves. It
is more important than whatever for the teachers to have exact understanding on current science issues in order
to make civil society by acquiring the science literacy. Therefore elementary teachers and preliminary teachers
should have a chance to study on current science issues. We suggest that teacher communities should be suppor-
ted to improve the competency by cooperation.

Key words : cognition; elementary school teacher; current science issue; science and technology in society
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