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The Significance of Independence Park
in Korean Landscape Architectural History

Lee, Yoo-Jick

Dept. of Landscape Architecture, Pusan National University

ABSTRACT

This paper investigates the historical significance of Independence Park in Korean landscape architecture by examining
the idea and goal, master plan and scheme, and meaning and limitation of the park. The construction was announced in
July and began with the Independence Arch in the middle of September, 1896. Dr. Philip Jaisohn (Suh Jai-Pil), Counselor
of The Privy Office and president of the Independence newspaper, played an important role in park construction. He formally
advised the arrangements and general planning of the park, but he actually played a leading role in the park as much as
he designed and superintended the erection of the arch. He had the conception of a productive park for cultivating and
experimenting with a variety of trees surrounding the monument.

In terms of the history of Korean landscape architecture, Independence Park is important in that it is the first modern
city park that was tried independently as part of the moderizing-Seoul project and the only park of which object and
scheme were revealed. It also strengthens the roots of Korean modern landscape architecture by pushing Korean history
of public parks into the prior time to Japanese colonial period and enriches the contents of Korean modern landscape
architecture. Independence Park is the original realization of a public park because it was constructed with participation
and donations from the planning stage to the construction and use. In addition, it is the goal and means to inspire the
spirit of national independence and patriotism in Korean people and lead them to voluntary awakening, enlightenment, and
participation.

Independence Park, however, was not constructed according to Dr. Jaisohn’s original intent due to the lack of funds
and the rudimentary level of landscape construction technology. In addition, the location was too far from downtown and
accessibility was very difficult. For these reasons, many do not consider the park as having been constructed. However,
this kind of view must be changed. Other parks of the time were not detailed and decorated like typical western parks,
but were left as public spaces. In other words, these parks should not be judged by comparing them to western parks.

This is the same concept as that of the first parks of modem Korea being called ‘park land.” These parks were more natural
environments than planned gardens.

Key Words: Independence Arch, Public Park, Modern Korean Landscape Architecture, Dr. Philip Jaisohn(Suh Jai-Pil)
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“Dr. Philip Jaisohn will act as adviser in the arrangements and
general plan of the park.”("The Independent, vol. 1, no. 39
July 4, 1896, Brief Notice).

“At the request of club our honored contemporary on (The
Independent), Dr. Philip Jaisohn, has designed and superin-
tended the erection of this monument”("The Korean Repository,
vol. 4. no. 11, 18973 11¥ %, Editorial Department). A I
FAl Ao AQ gAlo %7} AHME (Sabatin) 9] =L E =
oY AAEE TEeH A2 SH€E JEE 948 A 2
of AN AUezx EFIUY HeHo| FE3It o]FoF
Roz #EAH“Dr, Jaisohn was requested to draw the design
for the arch which he did with the assistance of Mr, Sabatin, a
Russian architect then living in Seoul.”("The Korean Repository,
Vol. 5 No. 8&9, Aug. & Sep. 1898.)) 3tH ZAZE7l Asdt
MAGYAL ARl = A FY FAHR 278k 229
NA Reste AATE FAY olF HRT MUY AL 3
H EFE 239 AFEA goEA EHES ¢Esdny H
of JA=ul(AEe] H(1948) MAZEHAL AMA, FAAL p. 203),
o] A FeQl AoE AGHY. of YL ZYPFo| TAHY K0
ofdo] A AR MAPEY e vELE AHUYE H
dA o2 Zd FAHC] T Hed, 8 =1 18959 29 F
A FSEF2 18969 1€ AFE AMA"o]l BY flojobitx
4= 3o 3 Ao, FHTY AAY ANE AAjgol
728 H T A 52 AMdo] ol JEBE ZYE HAE
E9F AE 94 Y FAMRY 2F3 A& Qo] Bogs
glAlo AF7F AlvtRlojel B Aol oy Ao

“Dr. Jaisohn, ... suggested to the cabinet .. the advisability of
establishing a public park near the city for experimenting in
the cultivation of fruit trees, forestry, flowering plants and
various foreign shrubs, A part of the park to be reserved for
out-door games such as tennis, foot-ball, cricket, baseball, etc.,
a part for the use of the government officials who may get
fresh air exercise after their official duties are over. He further
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suggested that a part of the park be reserved for the public,
where all classes can come and sit down once or twice a week
and listen to instructive lectures or addresses on timely
subjects”("The Korean Repository, Vol. 5 No. 8&9. Aug. &
Sep. 1898).
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T AFEEC AF Jte ¥4 € Aol Z|AE AR
o] 7|Atel w|Ro B uf T o]l F) AHS ZAE AYL
i dRHAFT ASE HTHThe Independent, Vol 1
No. 74, September 24, 1896, Editorial).

"The Independent; Vol. 1 No. 38, July 2, 1896, Editorial.

Owing to the lack of funds the scheme of making a park has
been abandoned for the present. .."("The Korean Repository,
Vol. 5 No. 8&9, Aug. & Sep. 1898).
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