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The Investigation of Current Information Regarding Renal
Diseases in Mass Media

Dong Hee Lim, M.D., Ji In Jung, M.D., Hyung Eun Yim, M.D., Baik-Lin Eun, M.D.
Kee Hwan Yoo, M.D., Young Sook Hong, M.D. and Joo Won Lee, M.D.

Department of Pediatrics, College of Medicine, Korea University, Seoul, Korea

Purpose : We often have patients who acquired incorrect medical information from the mass
media. The purpose of this study was to evaluate credibility of articles in newspapers and
medical counseling on websites about renal diseases.

Methods : Kidney information was searched in 6 newspapers for the past 10 years, and 4
portal websites and 17 internet health counseling sites for the past 5 years. We classified them
according to information providers and evaluated credibility by giving points 3, 2, 1 to correct,
mostly correct but ambiguous, and incorrect contents, respectively. We compared the credibility
of the groups with each other.

Results : Sixty four articles from newspapers, and 789 and 506 medical counselings from portal
websites and internet health counseling sites were selected, respectively. The kidney information
providers in newspapers were medical journalists(doctors)(31.2%), kidney specialists(doctors)
(23.4%) and so on. The consultants in the portal sites were doctors(49.1%)and anonymous
reporters(49.9%). In internet health counseling sites, 91% of the consultants were doctors. All
articles in the newspapers were credible. Doctors’ answers were more credible than nonphy-
sicians’ (P=0.005) and anonymous contributors(P<0.001) in portal sites. In health counseling
sites, doctors answered more reliably than nonphysicians.

Conclusion : The kidney information in newspapers was credible. It is important for ques-
tioners to confirm the type of consultants in websites. We suggest that doctors, especially
kidney specialists need to increase their roles in offering information to mass media. (J Korean
Soc Pediatr Nephrol 2008;12:47-53)
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Table 1. Results of Investigation Regarding Articles about Renal Diseases in Daily Newspapers

Information provider Number(proportion) point 1 point 2 point 3
Kidney specialist(doctors)” 15(23.4%) 0 0 15
Pediatrician 2( 3.1%) 0 0 2
Urologist 5( 7.8%) 0 0 5
General surgeon 1( 1.6%) 0 0 1
Orthopedic surgeon 1( 1.6%) 0 0 1
Oriental medical doctor 11(17.2%) 0 0 11
Medical journalist(doctors) 20(31.2%) 0 0 20
General journalist 8(12.5%) 0 0 8
Doctor of health science 1( 1.6%) 0 0 1
Total 64( 100%) 0 0 64

*Kidney specialists : doctors

of pediatrics or internal medicine who specialized in nephrology
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Table 2-1. Results of Investigation Regarding Medical Counseling in Internet Portal Websites—(1)

Consultant Number(proportion) point 1 point 2 point 3
Doctor of internal medicine 149(18.9%) 0 0 149
Urologist 177(22.4%) 0 1 176
Pediatrician 10( 1.3%) 0 1 9
Doctor of obstetrics & gynecology 28( 3.5%) 1 3 24
Doctor or family medicine 2( 0.2%) 0 0
Public health doctor 1( 0.1%) 0 0 1
Oriental medical doctor 21( 2.7%) 1 9 11
Nonphysician 8( 1.0%) 1 4 3
Anonymous consultant 393(49.9%) 54 107 232
Total 789( 100%) 57 125 607

Table 2-2. Results of Investigation Regarding Medical Counseling in Internet Portal Websites-(2)

Consultant Number{(proportion) point 1 point 2 point 3 mean* S.D
0,

Doctor N 388(49.1%) 2 14 372 205+ 0.23

Nonphysician 8( 1.0%) 1 4 3 2954071

Anonymous one 393(49.9%) 54 107 232 2' 45: 0'72

Total 789( 100%) 57 125 607 T

Abbreviation : S.D, standard deviation

Table 3-1. Results of Investigation Regarding Medical Counseling in Internet Health Counseling Sites-(1)

Consultant Number(proportion) point 1 point 2 point 3
Doctor of nephrology(IM) 34( 6.7%) 0 0 34
Doctor of internal medicine 204(40.3%) 1 1 202
Urologist 153(30.2%) 0 7 146
Pediatrician 18( 3.5%) 0 1 17
Doctor of OB & GY 7( 1.4%) 0 1 6
Doctor of family medicine 5( 1.0%) 0 0 5
General physician 1( 0.2%) 0 0 1
Oriental medical doctor 39( 7.7%) 0 7 32
Nonphysician 34( 6.8%) 7 13 14
Anonymous one 11( 2.2%) 0 0 11
Total 506( 100%) 8 30 468

Abbreviations : IM, internal medicine; OB & GY, obstetrics & gynecology
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Table 3-2. Results of Investigation Regarding Medical Counseling in Internet Health Counseling

Sites—(2)

Consultant Number(proportion) point 1 point 2 point 3 mean* S.D
Doctor 461(91.0%) 1 17 443 2961021
Nonphysician 34( 6.8%) 7 13 14 2.21+0.77
Anonymous one 11( 2.2%) 0 0 11 3.00£0.0
Total 506( 100%) 8 30 468

Abbreviation : S.D, standard deviation
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