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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate and make comparison of clothing images presented in
women’s formal and casual brands. The data were collected from 39 formal brands out of 155 and 64
casual brands out of 256 in Korea Fashion Brand Annual in 2005/2006. 316 words selected were classified
into five clothing images according to the definition of previous researches and analyzed according to age
ranges and price zones of brands. The results were as follows: 1) Formal brands focused on thirties and
forties in age ranges and better and prestige in price zones, while casual brands centered on twenties in
age range and better and volume in price zones. 2) Luxury, modern and feminine were more frequent
words than others both in formal and casual brands, but elegant was found most frequently in formal
brands, while comfortable, chic and simple were found frequently in casual brands. 3) Clothing images
were classified into four types and appeared in elegance, modernity, individuality, and activeness order in
formal brands, while clothing images in casual brands were classified into five types including
youthfulness and appeared in elegance, activeness, modernity, individuality, and youthfulness order. 4)
Elegance was a highly presented as clothing image in all the age ranges except thirties of formal brands
but modernity and activeness with elegance were presented in price zones of casual brands. This study
found that there were differences in clothing images in women’s formal and casual brands.
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