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Abstract

Comparative study was performed on heavy metal contents among domestic herbal medicines and imported one.
The heavy metal contents in 89 samples of 65 types of herbal medicines were measured by inductively coupled
plasma atomic emission spectrometry (ICP-AES) and mercury analyzer. The mean values of heavy metal contents
(mg/kg) for herbal medicines were as follows : Hg, 0.010 (domestic: 0.010, imported: 0.010); Pb, 0.380 (domestic:
0.311, imported: 0.449); Cd, 0.080 (domestic: 0.101, imported: 0.059); As, 2.085 (domestic: 1.845, imported: 2.324);
Mn, 31.564 (domestic: 33.844, imported: 29.283); Zn, 15.436 (domestic: 18.703, imported: 12.168); Cu, 3.406
(domestic: 3.374, imported: 3.437); Fe, 134.944 (domestic: 108.327, imported: 161.561). The measured values of
Hg, Pb and Cd of domestic and imported herbal medicines showed lower levels than the recommended levels
of those in herbal medicines by WHO/PHARM (Pb : not more than 5 mg/kg, Cd : not more than 0.3 mg/kg).

This results will be used as a basic data for the future legislation on the regulation and control of heavy metal
contents of herbal medicines.
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Table 1. The operating conditions of mercury amnalyzer

P Standard Solution Analyzing Sample
Classification (1 pg/mL) (raw and wet basis)
Sample amount 20, 40, 60, 80 pL 50 ~100 mg
Heating Condition Mode Selector High Low
Pannel Time 1st Step 1 min 4 min
2nd Step 3 min 6 min |
Additive Unnecessary M+S+M+B+M”
Washing Liquid Distilled Deionized Water
Measuring Range i 20ng 200 mV
Gas Flow Rate - Combustion” 0.5 (L/min)
"M : Sodium carbonate(anhydrous) : calcium hydroxide = 1:1 (w/w).
B : Aluminium oxide.
S . Sample.

M, B : Additive should be used at room temperature after heating treatment at
600°C, for 2 hr.

? Purified Air.

=1
=

B
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Table 2. The operating conditions of ICP

Classification Condition

Wavelength spectra (nm) Pb : 220.353

Cd : 214438

Cu : 224700

Zn ; 213.856

Mn : 259.373

As : 193.759

Fe : 238204

RF generator 40.68 MHz
Sample flow rate 1.2 mlL/min
Nebulizer gas flow rate 0.6 L/min
Coolant gas flow rate 12 L/min

U 4F ghekR] 15743} U4 ghekal 26718 UAFC 2
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Table 3. Determination of heavy metal contents in the various kinds of domestic herbal medicines

(mghg)

Name of herbal medicines Hg - Pb Cd As Mn Zn Cu Fe

Aconiti cooreani tuber(Backbuja) 0016£0003 06930007 0.119:0002 2757:0.020 13680017  17.11£0091  2.841z0.005 234.803.508
Adenophora radix{Sasam) 0.005:0001"  0212:002  0.106:0.001  0.568:0001  27.35:0004  1666+0.010  3.485+0.003  57.49+0.500
Alismae rhizoma(Taeksa) 000740001  0434+0003 0217+0.001 23950003 44.83+0054 251320051  13.0220.006  161.79+1.375
Angelicae dahuricae radix(Baekji) N.D. 0.176:0004  0.139:0.001  1.65310015 32400057 20260092  2.084:0.030  147.7321.316
Angelicae gigantis radix(Danggwi) N.D. 10330006 04830006 238310006 128610026  22.15:0035 374710008 177.155.057
Angelicae tenuissimae radix(Gobon) N.D.” 0.633£0.005  0.145:0.001 547410028  64.60£0.023  2325£0021  4.985+0.006  379.10£1.605
Astragali radix(Hwangki) N.D. 0252+0.005 007520001 05610000  13.74+0.007 13320802  4.627:0.003  53.75+0.540
Cnidii rhizoma(Chungung) A N.D. 0.099:0.004 02710003 033310006 1542240227 36.15£0.140 436810000  42.38:1.097
Cridii rhizoma{Chungung) B ND. 0233:0006 005210001  1.630:0.006 312310020  18.89:0.107 53570005 113.8711.854
Cynanchi radix(Baeksuo) N.D. 0.376:0004  0.026£0.001  0.384£0.008 19980036  1571:0.098  2.672:0.003  34.06+0.509
Dioscoreae radix(Sanyak) 00010001  0.309:0.001  0.022+0002 09920009 41960063  20.58+0.041  2.168+0.002  32.99:0.320
Liriopis tuber(Maekmundong) 0007:0002  0.190:0.002 003610002  1730£0.003 1058+0004  10.58:0.075  0.321+0.001  70.72£0.380
Notopterygii rhizoma(Ganghwal) N.D. 0455£0003 01410002  2.898£0.004  53.63£0.056  1647+0.061  3.998:0.006  235.8848.563
Pagoniae radix(Baekjakyak) 0010£0.002 01510006  0018+0.001 0490009 20390006  15.60£0.046 164010003  18.79£0.060
Zingiberis rhizoma{Geungang) N.D. 0.558+0.004  0.120£0.002  4.176£0003 1426340100 183320077  3.905:0.007 219.9013.616
:meanirS.D. of three times measurement,
not detected.
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Table 4. Determination of heavy metal contents in the various kinds of imported herbal medicines

(mgfkg)
Name of herbal medicines Hg Pb Cd As Mn Zn Cu Fe

Acori rhizoma(Seokchangpo) 0.04840.002 0478+0.011 005420001 331510032 984810502 132620060 4.793+0.011 508.80:2.947
Ampelopsis radix(Backyeum) N.D. 114310010  0.070:0.003 3.095:0.081 874910084 20.66+0.304 2.137x0.015 161.794.19%0
Anemarrhenae rhizoma(Jimo) 003210001 02670008 0.014+0001 095510012 2781+0.010 11360079 279510006 71.6310.702
Atractylodis lancea(Changchul) N.D. 0.14540.015 0.05340002 09910008 144020021 243010091 4.609:0.037 404240340
Dianthus sinensis L.{Gumaek) 0.108:0.006  1.05540.054 006420010 503610031 45730301 18070031 3.102:0.026 241.43 .760
Euphorbiae kansui radix(Gamsu) A 0.047:0004" 0244:0005 002740001  1529:0070 852210030 9319:0011  2262:0.020  104.04 0.520
Euphorbiae kansui radix(Gamsu) B 0.149+0.009 015910010 0.014£0.001 086310030 6.729:0010 6.094:0010 2.0360010 62.1110.204
Glycyrrhizae radix{(Gamcho) ND.” 026610011 003610001 18360005 10250014 69220009 2.887:0.008 166.72 4.687
Longanae arillus(Yonganyuk) N.D. 016240024 000940001 0261+0.054 264510042 7.143:20.041 4.624:0017 172740207
Lonicerae flos(Gumeunhwa) 002040001 076710021 0.13310.005 10010016 34.860.021 19.68:0025 7.690:0.022 258.542.223
Pinelliae rhizoma(Banha) 000940001 0.158+0.030 0.046:0.003 111240003 4355+0072 4.504+0053 145540013  61.3510.349
Scrophulariae radix(Hyunsam) 002410001 037110018 0.069:0.001 197740013 874410065 11.81:0.107 496940018 166.10:5.041
Stemonae radix(Baekbukeun) 003840003 0919+0.040 0205+0.009 946110041 27.1310.120 125820109 3.7750.031 614.884.887
Aconiti coreani tuber(Buja) N.D. 007010014  0.017+0002 2.196:0.033 116840015 118510009 06880002 13.770.835
Aconitum triphyllum nakai{Choo) 000910001 030410010 003920002 2.130+0.015 13541044 651740011 28170043  127.59 8.367
Armeniacae semen(Hengin) A N.D. 012440034  0.02510.001 03470015 592640406 26.58+0.709 592640205 33.26:2.870
Armeniacae semen(Hengin) B N.D. 016110063  0.031+0002 038240013 7.027+0905 283710205 58120075 46.52:1.097
Atractylodis rhizoma(Baekchul) N.D. 1.24940.061  0.023:0003 0.87510.017 | 795240079 17.0540.180 19.3840.122  74.7311.740
Cinnamomi cortex{Gaephi) 001240.002  0416:0071 002610003 07810010 183538452 8968+0.089 273340051 54.93:1.540
Fritillariae bulbus(Pagmo) 0010£0.001 023610043 0.02840.003 043810038 102840502 195240208 1452:0.023  45.720.165
Mori cortex(Sangbaekpi) N.D. 0239+0.068 0018+0.001 130910044 893210021 2.503:0.037 0.805:0.008 75.70+0.874
Perillae folium(Soyeob) N.D. 270140330 023510011  4.992:0.053 115114605 2995£1.016 9279:0031 251.35£2.508
Platycodi radix(Jeni) N.D. 065010084 009310004 534610083 15.8910.052 17.3410.077 548010038 475761179
Saussureae radix(Mokhyang) N.D. 0390+0.45 0.148+0.005 1.6000.040 118610089 12.140080 11.78:0.010 1102340611
Scirpi rhizoma(Samneung) A N.D. 0.088+0.005 0.007+0.001 02760016 304308069 13200060 107720009 234340250
Scirpi rhizoma(Samneung) B N.D. 0.099+0.023  0.028+0.002 0485:0.013 2146041056 15970099 2.047+0011 54.01+1.212

UmeanS.D. of three times measurement.

"ot detected.
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Table 5. Determination of heavy metal contents in herbal medicines collected in the three sampling sites

(mgfkg)
Name of herbal medicines e b o A
A B C A B C A B C A B C
Achyranthis radix(Useol) ND. N.D. N.D. 0283 0343 0226 0044 0036 0038 2337 2209 149
Aconiti coreani tuber(Buja) N.D. N.D. N.D. 0070 0116 0030 0017 0009  0.006 2196 1165  0.5%
Acori rhizoma(Seokchangpo) 0048  ND. 0.012 0478 0439 0355 0054 0158 0124 3315 264 2119
Arisaematis rhizoma(Namseong) ND. 0007 0024 0199 ND. 0228 0025 0078  0.019 0758 ND. 0551
Dioscoreae radix(Sanyak) 0.010 N.D. 0.006 0309 0287 0324 0022 0014 0033 0992 1067 1078
Fritillariae bulbus(Paemo) 0010 0013 N.D. 0236 0309 0374 0028 0051  0.110 0438 0639 0404
Liriopis tuber(Maekmundong) 0007  ND. 0.006 0.190 0241 0387 0036 0043 0076 1730 1452 1900
Lonicerae flos{Gumeunhwa) 0021 0018 0020 0767 0814 2798 0133 0064 0122 1001 1223 9465
Mori cortex(Sangbaekpi) N.D. N.D. N.D. 0239 0137 025 0018 0007 0010 1309 0899 0828
Pinelliae rhizoma(Banha) N.D. N.D. 0.011 0158 0173 0226 06 0030 0032 1112 0421 0685
Platycodi radix(Gilgyung) 0007 0017  ND. 0146 0159  0.192 045 0030 003 0764 0773 1038
Platycodi radix(Jeni) N.D. 0.008 N.D. 0650 0472 059 0093 0105 0078 5346 4173 6.607
Pugrariae radix A(Galgeun) ND.”  ND. N.D. ND. 038 0168 0013 0039 0023 1176 0564  0.69
Puerariae radix B(Galgeun) N.D. ND. N.D. N.D. ND.  0.090 0015 0028 0045 093 0931 3373
Stemonae radix(Backbukeun) 0038 07 0015 0919 0654 0785 0205 0195 0223 9460 7.883  10.62
Tricosanthis radix(Cheonhwabun) N.D. N.D. N.D. 0.076 N.D. 0.199 0015  0.007 N.D. 1268 0411 4487
Unot detected.
Table S. Continued
Name of herbal medicines Mn o o e
A B C A B C A B C A B C

Achyranthis radix(Useol) 21.85  17.10 1590 6597 7646 5766 2504 2426 0565 188.7 17221 14778
Aconiti coreani tuber(Buja) 1168 1432 0.648 L185 2615 0642 0688 0658  0.198 1377 7418 7255
Acori rhizoma(Seokchangpo) 9848 8370 7581 1326 1054 1099 4793 1967  16l4 50871 70885 52227
Arisaematis rhizoma(Namseong) 7640 7534 8951 1194 1449  12.15 2956 33714 4272 4807 4145 4471
Dioscoreae radix(Sanyak) 4196 1088  41.06 2058 1313 3028 2168 2887 2797 N9 2647 4582
Fritillariae bulbus(Paemo) 1028 1345 9758 1952 2249 1849 1452 2146 194 4572 680 UM
Liriopis tuber(Maekmundong) 1058 3275 1789 1058 1316  26.89 0321 1829 1817 7072 7539 7138
Lonicerae flos(Gumeunhwa) 3486 3877 2440 1968 2185  18.13 7699 7946 6133 25851 28497 65372
Mori cortex(Sangbaekpi) 8932 4539 5962 2503 2057 2671 0805 1662  0.788 7570 3445 4267
Pinelliae rhizoma(Banha) 4355 5373 1838 4504 1356 1459 1455 2198 0959 6135 2709 149
Platycodi radix(Gilgyung) 6240 4700  5.644 1419 1077  12.82 3366 2874 3202 8342 5520 7677
Platycodi radix(Jeni) 1580 1312 2422 1734 1549 1317 5480 5503 5585 47583 30106 156.33
- Puerariae radix A{Galgeun) 3709 1629 4591 2944 2170 6488 1715 1849 2005 69.12 3987 60.60
Puerariae radix B(Galgeun) 47749 4657 5165 6008 6982 4358 2539 1323 2221 4862 5182 4755
Stemonae radix(Backbukeun) 2713 1792 2731 1258 8692 8616 3775 2426 4308 61495 42655 9769
Tricosanthis radix(Cheonhwabun) 7250 2176 1144 1024 5968 2192 2636 1099 2974 78690 3365 3193
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Table 6. Determination of heavy metal contents in domestic and imported herbal medicines

(mgfkg)
Hg As
Name of herbal medicines

Domestic Imported Domestic Imported Domestic Imported Domestic ~ Imported
Acanthopanacia cortex(Ogapi) ND. N.D. O.l(%9.3—-s-6(%2§83 N.]?(.);l%)722 0.05((8).&%)102 0.03;(1).&%057 0.85(%;;2(;05 1.89(42‘&95)10
Arisaematis rhizoma(Namscong) N.D. N.%Egﬁ?la 0.0%(9).5%163 N.]?03~4%)228 002((2)&({)060 0.01(854({.)078 N'[zb.’lhgf)” ND(O.Z%SS
Lycii fuctus(Gugiia) N.D. N.D. 0.35(856(()).)091 0.252(3).;18.)537 NI()0-6391)066 0.01(8.65%)057 0.75(21;3.15)17 1.64(51.8-567)27
Puerarige radix(Galgeun) ND." N.D. N]?Oaa(()))(pl N.]?OIS%?M 0'01(8.62%)045 0'01((3).65%)039 0.93(115253)73 0.69(% ‘521)76
Rehmanniae radix(Fhwang) N.D. N[zoa{ngQS 0.07(8;;%212 0.3%(8).?6&')015 003(663%)408 0.0%8.&25118 1.12(71‘51(.)7)32 219(3412599)47
Rubi fructus(Bokbuna) N.D. ND. 0.41((2)‘;7%)140 N.D. N.D. 0'0(28.6-191')022 N.D. 0.48(50.%13
Tricosanthis radix(Gwaruin) ND. N.D. N.D. 0.1(%(2)558.)415 00%3&(5))&7 0.01(8.6-3%049 0.18(% 55)15)96 0‘41(}).362)21
Aurantii fructus immaturus{Jisi]) N.D. ND. 00%5)&(3))021 0.17(81%8.)200 N.D. 0.01(8.&2.)032 0.56(%.'6;)57)08 1.44(213-81.17)20
Coicis semen(Euiin) N.D. ND. N.]?OEI%BO O.Uzg‘ﬁ(z).)MS 0.0(%(8).6*1%015 0.01(8.(-)-*1%)022 0.34(%) 5%33 0'58(%.566())23
Peucedarni radix(Jeonho) N.D. N.IEOESG?H 0.01(&632.)053 0.5(2401‘;—2-8.)535 0.01(8‘&(%.)030 0.01(8.6%(%)047 1.12(71.5;.36)19 4.40((31 .8?78)53
Platycodi radix(Gilgyung) 0.01(% .696())18 ND(Ofégg())l? 0.9(261.51%)927 0.1%8.16%192 0'05(657(5)')097 0.03('8‘63%045 1.29{41 .533')31 0.76(% ,gég?)g
Schizonepetae herba(Hyunggze) N.D. ND(OE?BQI 0.41;85%)630 0.06(8.&2')125 00%57%)092 002(8653)042 2.46(72'5-226385 2.17(72.%03;42
Tricosanthis radix(Cheonhwabun) N.D. N[%OBQ{)BM N?{)Eg%)lgg 0.23((2).;-7(3).)914 0.0%&%)015 0.02((6).&%)032 0‘41(12.631;;87 0'36(20,%19%16
Uhot detected.
“Values are the mean.
Table 6. Continued

Name of herbal medicines Mn ke

Domestic Imported Domestic Imported Domestic Imported Domestic Imported
Acanthopanacia cortex(Ogapi) 1(%?;155122)%5 42‘1?7-8%4;)'93 12.%;1%?.93 80%’7-1%10 7.9%81.;5?5')926 3 19(;;-233.)782 40.()(?l £3j14 ]20853?%)1
Arisaematis rhizoma(Namseong) 8.6?9;%2584 7.3?%64?82%51 19.?(2)0223%.65 11'%1{2’;164)1.49 2.1%;6%)745 2.95(2331.)272 18.9(82 &%)60 41.451 32)04
Lycii fuctus(Gugija) 20.4(82 2’:-12;,5).78 6.48(87‘508519 49.(228’5%3.80 13‘2(?6?0%5)3'87 4.01(451.;;;.)860 525(28-8?) 107 89.?%%;%)15 106.(91212%36
Puerariae radix(Galgeun) 4.74(94%5%65 3.70(98.1386)'29 4.35(2%2.)982 2.9%411&5%)1.70 1.32(%.6-228.)539 171(?%%?05 47.?29«65916.)82 39.8(75 6?%12
Rehmanniae radix(Jihwang) 8.94(81 (;113)03 6.89(87 .;198%83 13.1(4{5319?44 6.77(%.5%)383 1.37(?.50%)830 2.82(3.53%863 76.8(19?016%30 165.(93906%%.)70
Rubi fructus(Bokbunia) 47.2(166 383).57 16.8(72 dgilj% 9.2%1.-3(1)’5’..15 7.33(5.1% %)1.03 2.67(}'.%-4165.)619 2.76(%.%%.)711 35.5(§1 6':-6557j72 40.5(5;1 65%43
Tricosanthis radix(Gwaruin) 14.9(817-:-5%72 11.6(11 5;52%51 19'132:.;)%()3‘61 11.6(%9’:-626;.71 3.4%’6;%869 0.23(%013%.)067 35.5(65 6':-1786j81 793&2%4.;4;)56
Aurantii fructus immaturus(Jisil) 1.87(45 .;—254%74 6.06.’(56;3)517 4.35(252%.)087 6.7}%‘;53.)345 152(%6%23)644 2.4%%.;%39.)535 25.1(53 ﬂlsl).lél 89.4(89 ﬁ%%
Coicis semen(Euiin) 18.0(61 9—:——%%.70 6.32(68 ;371)09 22.6(512;%%76 7.49(%54{)6.38 2.1%‘&3.)097 0.2%.635)975 16.4(% 6*:-3%35 54'9?85.{7%60
Peucedani radix(Jeonho) 11.9(31 2:;%87 25.8((% 54%27)04 5.55(%.128.)728 152(?6%%344 18?83%29)902 4.1(?2"35%)635 66.7(28'6\%015).90 34&8455375513)77
Platycodi radix(Gilgyung) 8.87(21 (IS%ZO 4.70(?5 g361%40 10.451]17%.88 10.7(’{2'3 194)1.19 3.0%56%(1).)312 2.8’{431'13.)366 I(Dt({ZS%.)IS 55.28 iésgjzu
Schizonepetae herba(Hyunggae) 19.5(52 7~.-13g).77 594(95 .;556?63 15.7(?{-1%3.61 4.3%2%%173 1.5%%%)982 3.22(2.361')174 932(% 0;4%)98 134.(1?3;81)19
Tricosanthis radix(Cheonhwabun) 2.17(?5 .;3151).44 10.4(71 1«5121398 5.9?5132}21)1.92 7.48(15/332.)584 1098’2-326)974 1.6?&;;18.)938 62.98 5;251;18 20.7(%1 (;f%%
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BRI Wb, Halo] 7% 9481 mgkg o 2 7P W
Bol o T0u] 9] &% zlo]lE Bt webA Cudl 7
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28] | go] RAHSITE AsE A AF} FTujakd ¢
A TF-R] A7k G Ao BAEgion, 4R A
B, Aol M 7129 3 mglhed o Z3srE A7)
& Bgort 1 Zaks ol 37 go} ST W £
o ohd Aoz AuLh e AvlAEdA B} O
PAF FEAT TR AL Lo F o AN
wel7k BeF Aoz Y

Mne] 7§ 1470 28%2] ok F LH(FH )
11592 mglkg© & 744 £& FFS BAOM, 97k

24 FeE ZA) 259

-

A1) 78.09 mg/kg, HEAHEW A 1 66.39 mg/kg O E
vebdth Sujaka) eeiake] vl e 2, 3Rl A
T, A, AsHE gek7E Rl B 2 A3E B3
o ] 87 ekl 7A-f- w4l Tge] ¥ w2
AE Bt} Ing B4 A A7 A=W 32
(FUah) ffelA=E WA S (=W A
Ah o YEhtew, 4719 shekr|(Ad, A3, A4, 2
7t FhAIA B & ARE Bt

Cud] 7§ RE Ao A o] Fol A5t 127 FEF
S & F U AFAAME 53] eI (=Ah 7t 8.455
mgkg o 2 7H ko, F7)1 A=A, 5.937 mg/ke),
T-712HE=4 4Y, 5.681 mg/kg), 72U (5H 4 5.677 mg/kg),
ERA(FUAL, 4645 mghke)d 02 AE B a, Uik
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= 0E EEge 25 gaA 10719 AR FY4F
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86.31 mgkg, Y ~to] 35371 mg/kg, A 2ol 7% =fato]
98.06 mg/kg, =] AFo] 306.66 mg/kg o 2 UER] gHekz] <]
E57o wets A deA W, B3 TuAke) ike] v
wAME ZA deis & 5 AT

A
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o, Ao RE A8/} ok Aoz BAFYC)

- 29 F SAl e o] R EA A Bk | A4
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Pb, As, Cd F°] A& = 73971 B, o|H e o=
Cha F(19)¢] Aot LAt £ & w422
FF N FaE 7IEA A4 R = 75 Aok A
Fas% S AH delehetl JolM 71 AR S8l
T8 Aow ATHLh

selA fEE R A deble) Y e st
S A ghebA) 28%, 33003} 0% 37 567 5 & 65%
80712 Slstdd $55 TFE TARSIATH Hgel 4+
o 3k8-2ko] 0.010 mg/kg (domestic : 0.010, imported :
0.010)c] o™, Pbe] 7A-F-ol+ 0.380 mg/kg (domestic :
0.311, imported : 0.449), Cd-&- 0.080 mg/kg (domestic : 0.101,
imported : 0.059), AsE £A1¢t A3} 2.085 mg/kg (domestic
. 1.845, imported : 2.324) .2 VERYTE EF Mnd 31.564
mg/kg (domestic : 33.844, imported : 29.283), Zn2 15.436
mg/kg (domestic : 18.703, imported : 12.168), Cu”} 3.406
mg/kg (domestic : 3.374, imported : 3.437), Fe&] 73%-
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134.944 mg/kg (domestic : 108.327, imported : 161.561) 2.2
25131} He, Pb, G5} Asoll tha 2ubaQ) Zgke o
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