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A Study of the Gender Differences’ Composition Affecting Poverty in Busan
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Center for Women’ Studies, Silla University, Busan, Korea

ABSTRACT

This study examined the gender differences’ composition affecting poverty in Busan and
possible strategies for overcoming poverty. It was found that there were both common and
differentiating points regarding gender in poverty situations. Poverty stricken women, tended to
be older and less educated than their male counterparts. In the case of men, they were more
likely to have physical disabilities than women. There were more women compared to men
when regarding divorce and separation due to the death of a spouse as contributing to poverty.
Women estimated that it was much easier to overcome their poverty situation as they were
younger and had more income. However, there were gender differences in regard to actual
re-establishment. For men, education level was the most important variable for overcoming
poverty while for women; the existence of a spouse was the important variable. These results
suggest that a gender sensitive approach is necessary to address and find solutions to the
poverty issue. Therefore, it is hoped that this study’s findings may provide valuable
information and support for changes to the welfare policy.

Key words: poverty, composition of the poverty, gender difference, gender sensitive
approach, re-establishment possibility
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Table 3. Impediment and healthy states
N(%)

Classification Male Female Total X

no impediment 47(45.2) 150(76.9) 197(65.9)

1 class 98.7) 6(3.1) 15(5.0)

2 class 9(8.7) 13(6.7) 22(7.4)

3 class 24(23.1) 6(3.1) 30(10.0)
Impediment 4 class 6(5.8) 3(4.1) 144.7) 47.178%**

5 class 43.8) 42.1) 827

6 class 1(1.0) 6(3.1) 72.3)

not registered impediment 4(3.8) 2(1.0) 6(2.0)

total 104(100) 195(100) 299(100)

very heathy 6(5.6) 5(2.6) 11(3.6)

heathy 16(15.0) 14(7.2) 3009.9)
Healthy states poor heathy 49(45.8) 128(65.6) 177(58.6) 12.628%*

never heathy 36(33.6) 48(24.6) 84(27.8)

total 107(100.0) 195(100.0) 302(100.0)

*x p<‘01’ Fkk p<(x)1
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Table 4. Income

Male Female Total
Classification t-value
M(SD) N M(SD) N M(SD) N
General income 765,300(485748.69) 48 977,063(1695914.50) 77 895,646(1364408.3) 124 -.841
Public transfer 403,239(233772.31) 84  303,823(355431.79) 144 340,496(222175.08) 228  2.289*
Private transfer 169,668(206143.07) 25  167,708(231144.77) 54 168,331(319127.68) 79 .036

Notice) General income was added up from of eamed income, business income

and social insurance income, etc. Public

transfer is added up from national basic livelihood remuneration, single parent subsidy, and disabled person

subsidy. Private transfer means the money from own family, relatives, and other various organizations.
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Table 5. Debt < 24294 sidg gart Aok st o
N(%) § 250l B2 MVt BE A5E Y 23
Classification Male Female Total )(2 7Ie A%l A7l W&tk
Have 46(465) 75(41.0) 121(42.9) REFAA Fille @27bs4ds RoFe A
Have not 53(53.5) 108(59.0) 161(57.1) 788 Xolty, HA7 e AL AAFoz 7Fe
Total 99(100.0) 183(100.0) 282(100.0) F AtE AL 9n)str] wRolr) AN oz
Table 6. Monthly household expenses
. . Male Female Total t-value
Classification
M(SD) N M(SD) N M(SD) N
Atticles of food fee 206,498(171,984) 91 131,437(101,723) 180 156,591(134,039) 271 4.503%**
Dining out fee 4,005(20,317) 73 6,571(22,915) 142 5,705(22,058) 215 -.806
Housing expenditure 53,483(95955) 77 63,826(174,120) 148 60,300(151,892) 225 -484
Medical expenses 66,293(133,393) 79 55,716(97,854) 161 59,183(110,592) 240 .694
Apartment management expenses etc  92,791(83,484) 95 65,172(54,345) 173 74,986(67,343) 269 3.276%**
Culture & communication fee, etc 30,973(38,312) 79 39,753(54,407) 157 36,806(9,679) 236 -1.284
Public education fee 3,434(18,338) 72 16,634(64,271) 138 12,128(53,545) 210 -1.701
Private education fee 20,467(72,673) 73 36,277(92,361) 139 30,801(86,207) 212 -272
Expenses for events 13,143(34,186) 74 11,330(26,762) 147 11,940(29,404) 221 .432
Traffic expenses 45,290(56,727) 85 43,579(57,324) 170 44,149(57,020) 255 .226
Others 42,832(89,404) 76 39,625(134,572) 144 40,735(120,665) 220 .187
Total 515,820(295,822) 97 434,388(358,401) 181 462,775(339593) 278

#5001
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Table 7. Household economic prospect(5 years after)
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N(%)
Classification Male Female Total X

very good 5(4.8) 2(1.0) 70.4)

good 20(19.2) 4121.4) 61(20.6)
Househ‘_’ld usually 58(55.8) 103(53.6) 161(54.4)
economic poor 16(15.4) 35(18.2) 51(17.2) 4672
prospect very poor 5(4.8) 1165.7) 16(5.4)

total 104(100.0) 192(100.0) 296(100.0)
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Table 8. Marriage status, household form

N(%)
Classification Male Female Total X
unmarried 14(13.5) 5(2.6) 19(6.4)
married 61(58.7) 42(21.5) 103(34.4)
Marriage divorced 17(16.3) 33(16.9) 50(16.7) 80.973%**
status separation by death 8(71.7) 110(56.4) 118(39.5)
separated 4(3.8) 5(2.6) 9(3.0)
total 104(100) 195(100) 299(100)
couple and children 37(34.3) 24(12.2) 61(20.1)
couple 30(27.8) 11(5.6) 41(13.5)
mother- children 5(4.6) 50(25.5) 55(18.1) 8125045+
Household father-children 8(7.4) 2(1.0) 10(3.3) ’
form alone 23(21.3) 88(44.9) 111(36.5)
grandfather and mother -son 4(3.7) 16(8.2) 20(6.6)
others 1(.9) 5(2.6) 6(2.0)
total 108 196 304
**%p< 001
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Table 9. Bad credit and chronic disease(household)
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N(%)

Classification Male Female Total )(2

have 16(15.4) 23(12.1) 39(13.3) 628
Bad credit have not 88(84.6) 167(87.9) 255(86.7)
total 104(100.0) 190(100.0) 294(100.0)
. have 29(27.1) 49(25.3) 78(25.9)

Chronic 122
disease have not 78(72.9) 145(74.7) 223(74.1)
total 107(100.0) 194(100.0) 301(100.0)
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Table 10. De-poverty possibility
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N(%)
Very agree Agree Not agree Very not agree Unknown Total X
male 5@.7) 29(27.4) 41(38.7) 17(16.0) 14(13.2) 106(100) 3,095
Gender female 52.6) 43(22.1) 89(45.6) 27(13.8) 31(15.9) 195(100)
total 10(3.3) 72(23.9) 130(43.2) 44(14.6) 45(15.0) 301(100)
under 30ties 2(8.3) 17(70.8) 4(16.7) 0(.0) 1(4.2) 24(100)
40ties 409.3) 18(41.9) 12(27.9) 12.3) 8(18.6) 43(100)
Age 50ties 1(1.4) 19(26.4) 28(38.9) 10(13.9) 14(19.4) 72(100)  86.562%**
60ties 00 11(15.5) 39(54.9) 18(25.4) 3(4.2) 71(100)
over 70ties 2(2.4)9 5(6.0) 44(53.0) 16(19.3) 16(19.3) 83(100)
total 9(3.1) 70(23.9) 127(43.3) 45(15.4) 42(14.3) 293(100)
#% p< 001

Table 11. Research Model and operational definition of Variables

Variable name

Variables value

dependent variables

de-poverty

five scales (never agree 1, very agree 5)

individual

age
education
occupation(dummy)

years
uneducated 1, graduate school 7
occupation 1

characteristics ~ impediment(dummy) impediment 1
health status four scales (very healthy 1, never heathy 4)
employment(dummy) employment 1
Independent income(monthly) 10,000 won
variable income debt(dummy) debt 1
factor economical situation(monthly) four scales (very poor 1, very rich 4)
household perspectives(after 5 years) five scales (very poor 1, very good 5)
spouse(dummy) spouse 1
household household form(dummy) one parents household 1, alone household 2

characteristics

family bad credit(dummy)
family chronical(dummy)

bad credit 1
chronical 1

notice) educational background usually is analyzed dummy variable but is analyzed quantity variables here

notice) one parents household : man or women who is living child together without spouse
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Table 12. Correlation table of regression variables
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Individual characteristics

Income factor Household characteristics

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1 12 13 14
1. Age 1
2. Schooling Ef*l‘; 1
3. Occupation Eﬂ% (fff) 1
4. Tmpediment "({f;“ 105 Ef,g‘; 1
5. Heath Status (ljf;' (*3&; (*2,33) 2,3)4 1
6. Employmen 5 20 A0 U8 WD
7. Income o e o9 ot o2 2L
e BB EEE R
9. Bconomic Status 5 (a5 o8s 036 iy 065 oo 1
10. Perspectives (e g 075 o7 pr el TR
11. Couples NS (o oy ooty 08 003 80 Y 005 o131
12 Household form 20 300 T3 30 oz 8 0B AT om0 o9 (S
B3Bad eredit 200 2 7Y 063 05 T ey (e 103 o 1
14. Chronical N8 08 (o% -0 o e om0 3B os7 —onl -9 1

* <05, ** p<.0l, *** p<001
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Table 13. Gender difference comparison of de poverty possibility

Model 1 Model I Model III Model IV
male  female male female male female total
B B B B B B B
age -030%**  -016%  -043%** 002 -047%%* - 001 -.003
education 3367 166* A26%%% (088 369%%* - 004 211%*
Individual occupation(dummy) 075 212 138 -071 .089 -042 -113
characteristics impediment(dummy) .114 116 142 .007 117 -057 -.088
health status -216 -238*  -119 -229 -278 -232% -.162
employment(dummy) 204 -245 -.181 .200 062 -.085 024
income(momthly) 6.325E08 1.596E-07* 2.034E-07 1.446E07* 1.153E07*
Income debt(dummy) -137 -259 .165 -116 -.108
Factor economical situation(monthly) -.028 .000 -.040 012 .001
household perspectives .301* 478*** 286* AT5*** 392%x*
spouse(dummy) -.540 607 258
household form(dummy)
Household couple household 558 229 066
characteristics one parents household -1.065* 459 .203
family bad credit(dummy) -095 160 -144
family chronical(dummy) -416 142 204
constants 3.675%%*% 37723%%%  3456% 1.759 4.785% 1.098 1.407
adjusted R2 453 190 .587 324 642 416 355
F value 12.457%%% 6.941*** 8378*** 6722%** 6446 6.235 7.388
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