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Abstract

The reason that we are familiar with fashion from the 1950s is because of the work such as New Look
done by a french fashion designer, Christian Dior who had taken on an almost mythical significance by
his name. Moreover, in the sense of popularity, the appearance of Marilyn Monroe and Audrey Hepburn,
two typical Hollywood actresses who each has directly-opposed image, is the symbol of youthful America
of the 1950s and represents the remarkable start of the American fashion.

Still, these days designers and mass medias recall the fashion from the 50s remaking and parodying it
to suit public’s taste.

Being due to the World War I, Burope suffered not only the loss of its national tradition and
reputation but also got a fatal blow politically and economically. On the other hand, the United States of
America occupied a primary position in the world and outstandingly became the most powerful country.

The American fashion of the 1950s represents youth and newness and rejects outdated and outmoded
style. In this period, appears the indication which announces previously the youth culture.

Poodle skirt is the fashion item that acquired popularity among young american women and girls in the
late 1950s. In effect, it is the fashion as American as apple pie.

A costly A-line skirt had been transformed into a cheap felt skirt. Instead of a real poodle dog which
was carried by French women like an accessory, they embroidered a poodle dog on the lower edge of
their skirt. As deriding the snobbish gait, they swayed themselves frantically to the rhythm of Rock n’
Roll which swept those days. This was an attitude of young Americans against the existing trend of
Europe.

Poodle skirt showed the free spirit and intention of young people unbound to custom and established
vogue. In addition, in the aspect of comprising the American spirit of independent, pioneer, and subjective
American people, it goes beyond the bounds of common concept of fad.

Poodle skirt is an unique symbol of the 1950s’ American fashion which prognosticates the advent of
the United States and the success in modemn fashion world which was changing after 1950s.
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