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ABSTRACT

According to Wayne A. Wiegand in the 1998, he research to The “Amherst Method" The Origins
of the Dewey Decimal Classification Scheme. Although a debate about the origins of the Dewey
Decimal Classification Scheme has been going on for generations, historical consensus remains
elusive. This paper contributes information to the historiography on the origins of the scheme:
1) by grounding an account of Dewey’s thinking as he was crafting the DDC on an analysis
of a large body of sources than previous classification historians have consulted; and 2) by
expanding and deepening historical understanding of the contextual forces influencing on the
classification structure. Because the DDC idea as it first occurred to M. Dewey in Amherst
in 1872-73 is an important in the history of library development in the world. He outlined the
first draft of his decimal scheme and submitted it to the Amherst College Library Committee
on 8 May 1873. This paper analysis to Three Genetic Paper’, that is 1) The Merits of the System,
2) Library Classification System, 3) Its Special Adaption to our Library.
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Melville Louis Kossuth Dewey (1851-1931)
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(E 1) Wiegand7t HMAISH Deweyel & 7|

PART ONE: Launching a “World Work,” 1851-1888

1. Child of the Burned-Over District, 1851-1876

2. Creating Bureaus and Organizations, 1876-1879

3. “Dui” in Business for Himself, 1879-1883

4. “To Ride a Fast or Frisky Horse™: Columbia College, 1883-1888

5. Others Interests, 1383-1888

PART TWO: The Albany Years, 1889-1906
6. Jockeying for Position: Regents’ Secretary, 1889-1892
7. Moving thee University “Out of Innocuous Desuetude,” 1892-1398

8. Overplaying Politics, 1898-1899

9. Attending to Library matters, 1889-1904
10, Working with the American Library Association, 1889-1904

11, Others Interests, 1889-1910
12. “Jew Attack,” 1905

13, Disgraced and Banished for His Sins: Dewey's Downfall, 1905-1906

PART THREE: The Lake Placid Years, 1906-1931
14. Building an Efficient WASP's Nest, 1906-1925

15. Trouble in Paradise, 1926-1931
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Part 1 The Man and his Way
The Picture Outlined
The Man-child
Three Years' Development
Amberst Days
His Loves
His Inspired Co-workers
His Enduring Friendships
Mosaic of Characteristics
Cheerful Eventide
Silence Comes Swiftly

Part 2 The Man and his Achievments
Obviating Library Chaos
The Idea Conquering
Fighting for Progress
More Fighting Years
Lake Placid Club, N. Y.
Library Evangelism
Spelling, Metrics and Abbreviations
Boston Days
New York Days
Albany Days
Home Economics
Lake Placid Club in Florida
Lake Placid Club Education Foundation
Concluding Lines

Part 3 Documents of Historic Value
Origin of Decimal Classification
Origin of first Library School
Pres. Barnard's Appraisal of Melvil Dewey
Henry Barnard blesses Melvil Dewey
Melvil Dewey to Andrew Carnegie
Melvil Dewey to Whitelaw Reid
Melvil Dewey to Thoeodore Roosevelt
Melvil Dewey and Herbert Putanm
Melvil Dewey's Resignation 1899
Dorothy Canfield Fisher to Melvil Dewey
Association of American Library Schools

Part 4 Bibliografy
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 NORMATIVE YEARS
* AMHERST
1876
Library Journal
American Library Association
Dewey's Classification
BOSTON
« NEW YORK
ALBANY
LAKE PLACID YEARS
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1983), 183 Donald B. Engley 2] vtr}ahe]
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1872~1874: Amherst e ZF(FABZY),

18731 359 7]9=%(Three Genetic Paper) A&

1874~1876%3 Ambherst et =M ZF(AA).

1876: Amherst college TABAIA A}, BAEHOE o]F

1876: DDC&% |7}

1676: Heldsiole A2 Conference of Librariano]A ALAWES FEaly 3% 149 S ALA §3%4 23,
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1876: ALA®] 7)3A] American Library Journal(¥oll Library Journal) 37F 538ty B30 2 18819744 308

1876: Library Bureau A®.

1876: American Metric Bureau®] X,

1876: Spelling Reform Association .

1877: Ambherst Colleges A AAF3te] HE,

1878: 1878'd 10€ 19¢) Wellesley College®] A9l Annie Roberts Godfrey$t &2,

1882~1886: Wellesley(Mass) College AHEA}A,

1883~1883: New York A9 Columbia School of Library Economy 2%

1885: New York Library Club FAFE,
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1904; ALA Catalog: 8,000 Volums for a Popular Library, with Notes& Aj4t
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1915~1917: National Institute Efficiency 313,

1918~1919: National Efficiency Society 3&
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7k gt} T o] 7R 2K pioneer of
library economy)” (Cook 1956, 6), F+-AE-FH
9] obHX|(father of library classification)
(Kaula 1965, 541), & T Z3EFH o}
WA (father of modern library classification)’
(Ranganathan 19592, 6), "= &8t 252
OHH X (father of library school movement)’
(Utley 1926, 11), "AFAZ ] op# =] (father of
profession)” (Kaula 1965, 541) © Yol
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‘Exe] 8432l (library patron saint)' (Dawe
1932, 161) 2.2 ALuty Qith Alr]e] HAS
< Dewey ] 3219 EAHsel gl ‘A A=}

49 ZA'S Fo] BT Y= Aol

3. DDCel &4

Dewey 7} 8 B2 (student assistant) ©)
2= A0 8 g A 255 | A
1872:49) 7+ 371 & 35pdol 2Fgs EA
et A9 o7 Wil Ag =AM
¥ (apprentice librarianship)’(Rider 1932, 19)
olgtal £ 4 3tk o] A1717} Dewey7t AH &
A HEYAD HZx A7 & & ok

Z12fut o] AN Ag A BYolEE A
o2 79 gAL AAHoE WAA I A
DDC) #eteltk DDC 169(1958d) o] #HA
A9H Benjamin A. Custers= o] ARdol thal
A A Bl AR 93 Dewey ol AlM
ol# g FA1AQ EFAE T Amherst T}
T2 A3 E5E Ao, & 4AA Dewey
7F Bl vl AFakA € 571 187243
FA o] et =AM Wi veht e Eg
ARE B JRE 2AFo R AedEs 3
A &2 2 =917 wjRolaly stk
(Custer 1958).

Custer®] “F21#l 7" (revolutionary
classification) o]2h= &2, 171 ARk A&
71 olH 9] Wi vl w S A9, Ao F
Rt YRR B+ fith Custerdl 9
ai, 11 A=Y w2, 718 AREE -t
e A2 SRkEA I 2 IR gS F

L

flo M

Rolt}. Julia Pettees= Dewey ] EHHS
A “Ald EFH"(relative scheme) ©]
o] &<l Ao A 1000:d Fell ol F
oW A2 WS ZEAHOZ =
ofmjof A “HAIA"Q AR 71E5T A
CH Willianson 1943, 6). Dewey #7H9] 71
5, 1 GAH ool wEH 3] AR &
YA E BEr,

ol DCY A 11(1922) - 12%(1927)-& 7N
A89¥ Dorcas Feloowsol 2Ja8ll, &S g A
FHIA 5 YK Custer 1958, Editor's Intro-
duction). &, 9714<= Dewey$] £740] %
© A8, 53 I 729 I Wil SAF
o2 YA BFFHAThE e B8] AT,
I3y 2R EAE, vxds 2S¢ 23
el Hol A #EA F2AL /AL AUrke A
Qo= o2 Fdo] A%tk A& AT
Atk 23 1 FHe) “GA] ALY HHEKO®
PR3 U A7E ol A2 v 7P (fixed
location on shelves) & ATt i 7F (relative
location) ] ¥& 22 uppro]l M E Ao
Atk 18 <Jm|o)A Dewey 2] Aoko] HEH
2, O 3o AEA el BRWEE, 71 7
S (notation) ©], AAMZA ] FA3} 1 6}
Holl A, ow 2po) -G ZHEA] 7o, Al A )
JPES BEA 247 3l JE AL ¢ F
Y3l

o} Deweyd] BFHES FO= sl14], Al
e A FA9) A eA AdE wi7PH e
2 AFsoe Aol gl & 94EE A=
2ot H7Fskal 2lch Dewey EFH ©]F
o, 1 itk Dewey el A& 9AsiM 1
A& BHE3AY &2 dy=E A8 A8
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HHHE 3719 F At 23slA H@rtst
F Yo F 4 9k
1870t 9] v}= =AFES qiREe) =7}
A7ke] dAgE Ao TAFH o7 A= 71
A4 7P S AR QIQich J8ER =
MAg olAsAY A wols T B
© Al M3E ThA] Fojokul Atk Dewey
7F 8 Hxo2 Q9 187213 Ambherst T
SEMALE 2G4 wiztel 93t AEE, Au)
g, AEFoll B2 A 2588 4Ry
AW el =AMHE T2 T ARk
Dewey+ o]& FH|& Zo)7] $aiME= &
o] 22100489 =AMl 100Me)ge 722 55
=& dof sty Az & ArE
wEshe 71 EHAQ BhE ) M7he] )
ol 9% AER, AES FAE AFs) 9
g ERES 27) 98l 1 S0 MBS
zhol gt Dewey 1920,151). Amherstol| A
TP BB ke B9 ASEHE AR
3 AR g Alzk o dujs A9
244 w7} el wet FME i) o
¢ RAE gHDawe 1932).
LaMontague®ll 2318 Dewey <] T3 WH&
& ExgE]e e A2 FEE 2] 93
Aot HHE ST tiF-Eo) Amherst T
St EART e ARYS HIUM B &
Aol 7N AL e BAIE ds) 4% W
A& AN nle-& 2H St LaMontague
1961, 179) 3L 71=3ta 0tk 132 E Dewey
7F A2 EAEE v dolle Akle) o

ol AXEFH(DDC) Y 7|9 i A7 345

AA

L3 PEE 7] AHMARL WL Fol= A
—L S [e)
T

FaT G S AR TN B

ol A o A3 7P ket el a4
AL o) Ao s st a - b - cXY @
TBIThE SEelA oY o b 22 1 -
2 - 3olgk= A7hs 71A HATH Dewey 1920,
152). I E= FFWY 71S& ofzprjol &
g AHshe o] WA wEsite AS ¥
4= AtHDewey 1920, 152).

ol HHE AX B} 21Ae] Exet A
of SjsiA] w3 3/h BIA F ALRI(E
HEF9) o] o) (The Merits of the system)’,
EAH BFHAILY, S 29 AR (Library
Classification system)’ 1211 "$-2] LA]Foll
A9] 54 8(Its Special Adaptation to our
Library)'o] @Al EAANA HHG T

&2 7Fs/de AXEFE F2Holx A4

Dewey 7} ‘ofgio} 225 AR AW’
(arabic decimal) olgh= FElE, £7H o
3 S A-0) =EE AL 187239 g o g
FAHEYG IRL o]k Aoy AL A%

Ambherst th3}e] o A= gAY st 2
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ol William A. Stearns(1805-1876) 7}
71 AxE 3 YA welal gk & Dewey
7} 1920390 3|31 8 o|2RE ¥ & F9
ol U4l Stearn T A HYE
e ¢ 19 HEd AFA7 olgy]o} &
A2 AR ARYol WEHTL 3t 3y
Al oI 1L W, A 29) Hz2o Yol
A AERG AF o] WAy, AT Y
2l AT AelA Dot “Eurekal ! "2}
2k AR AEE AE R 22 2459
ARAE A& At k192019 2€ 15¢,
Library Journalolx1¢] Akzde] 912 #] 47@
2o Deweyw %A 17t DDCE AoHle
A5 v 2] 71l

o

=

-+ Stearns F7Fo] FAIZ AWl ol dQ
d e oFF 2Bl EEA) A% B X9
A 2E vlEEE Foldth ) HAE 25
g FAC AFH YUY, SFHe] BI%
w2 vhe 2ol B o} shrleH
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AW Pok IR 7P S E219) ofR|o}
A AR 2 4] 21T & Ut
--(Dewey 1920, 152).
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< Blsty Qv I E3 19 ojop|E )
AR gl A FEE B TF A W
AL AAGY HA = 2D AN
sttt AMd Deweys Amherst TA1 %o
~] Blake®] 2AAE F5-314 Fol DDCE #
oItk IAL 18734 39 7Y Dewey7} 1)
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187322 3= AX AL oA Al &A
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DDC Age] 1876\d0 &=+ AT
1 B9 #E 1873 otk Bk Ak o]
wolth o] 370 =el thsl FelxAH 54
AN /EBES FA4% vt ITH/NE B
1968, 123). ©] 370¢] AIFEL HA7} 1,800
G2 1 F o vk JET} TAIAFY o]
The Merits of the System;©l tg+ o],
TeMB 27/ +2 Library Classification
Systemy ol #3t Zo] o 5201}, FE=A] A
A9 AL Jts Special Adaption to our
Library,oll &gt Zlo] 7174 &2 350 Tol&
Eo] Qitk 17} o] FellA 7 EE B MY
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Genetic Papers)e] £4
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9] 7]19¥+="5(Three Genetic Papers) oA %€
7198t} Dewey 7} 1070 E59F #ds) 1873
A 5¢9 Amherstth 8 ©M# $193]o) A3
3N EAAM'E= G, Daweoll &b mle) HE
AAY JEE 98] HEdvra kX7 Ao
(Dawe 1932, 319) 2L H&kal7}b ot whabA
Dewey 7t 1872-73'd Amherstoll¥ 22 %
QH 105 B79] JE2 v 2 A AA B4
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T Ante] A XE(FREFR) 9 o1 A(The
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THERHY WES 2ok B gy 7
ok Dewey A2l A ¥x A= 97471 @A)
BEE FFE AAs ofgh)o} a7 7}
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