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The Distribution and Characteristics of Geographical Names on 1:50,000
Topographic Map of the Korean Peninsula in the Early 20th Century*
Sunhee Kim**
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Abstract : The geographical name is an expression of human knowledge about living conditions and a basic tool for
understanding about regional cultures and history as a result of spatiotemporal changes. This study aims to understand
the historical and regional characteristics by analyzing the frequency and distribution of geographical names of 1:50,000
topographic map in the early 20th century and materializing on electronic cultural atlas. The result of this analysis is as
follows. First, the aspect of distributed geographical names on the Korean Peninsula reflects a general trait of the
country’s natural and human environment included geographical features, population, arable land, the number of
counties and villages, and functions of administration and military, etc. Second, through the frequency and weight of
their names, the analysis shows not only the change of native names, but also the country’s phase of the time by
Japanese colonial policies such as exploitation of resources, the construction of railroads, and a desire to control of the
border area with Manchuria. In addition, the study identified regional characteristics and differences in environmental
perception and preferences, and naming basis and forms by the comparative analysis of each type of geographical
names associated with village and ridge such as ‘Chi’ ‘Ryung’ ‘Duk’ ‘Hang’ ‘Pyeong’ ‘Gok’. In particular, those
characteristics were largely affected from environmental difference of each area.
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