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A Study on the Determinants of Knowledge Sourcing Decisions

Sun-Kyu Lee'

- Ung-Hee Lee'

ABSTRACT

Knowledge has been widely recognized as a critical resource for competitive advantage of the
organization. However, little has been done in the literature regarding under what conditions that
organizations should develop knowledge internally or acquire knowledge from outside. Therefore,
the purpose of this study is to examine the effects of some key factors such as environment and
organizational climate, on the organization’s decision to knowledge sourcing. Our findings suggest
that organizations are more likely to acquire knowledge from outside if the environment is complex,
munificent and dynamic; if they possess higher levels of goal-oriented and autonomy.
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