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Abstract

An Effect of Peer Counselor’s Mentor Activity on Rejected
Children’s Peer Relationship in Elementary School

Jeong, Mi-hye - Kim, Jong—-Hun
(Busan National University of Education)

This study aimed at examining an effect of peer counselor’s mentor activity on

rejected children’s peer relationship in elementary school.

To achieve this goal, the following hypothesis was made.

Hypothesis I : Peer counselor's mentor activity will improve rejected
children’s peer relationship.
[-1 : Peer counselor's mentor activity will improve rejected
children’s trust to peer.
I1-2 : Peer counselor’'s mentor activity will improve rejected
children’s respect to peer.

To test the hypothesis, after sociometry papers 19 fifth-graders for rejected
children groups were selected from four classes at H elementary school in Busan
according to Coie & Dodge’s(1988) five classified system that is modified to Korean
situation by Ahn ie-hwan(2006). Ten rejected students from two classes were
labeled as a peer group with a peer counselor and nine rejected students who had
similar characteristics from two classes were labeled as an non-peer group without
a peer counselor.

The peer counselors were decided by obtaining affirmative mentions of rejected
students group.

Peer counselors participated in the training of peer counselor's skill program and
then they had a person to person mentor activity with the rejected children’s group
that they belonging to.

The training consisting of a total of four sessions, 3 times a week, was provided
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to peer counselors eleven times after school. The peer counselors given the peer
counselling training did person to person mentor activity with the peer group’s
rejected children for a month. The mentor activity, three times a week, following
during training was reinforced after school.

For peer counselor training, the elementary school children’s peer counseling
program developed by Lee Sang-hi, Roh Seong-deck and Lee Ji-eun(2001) was
used.

Hong Ok-soon’s(1984) peer relationship test, Moreno’s(1934) sociometry tool were
used to verify an effect of the peer counselor’s mentor activity.

For the data analysis, quantitative analysis with sociometry tool and qualitative
analysis with social status and social type change were used. To know the
difference in pre test and post test peer relationship between experimental group
and control group, in quantitative analysis, ANCOVA result was used and
qualitative analysis, social status and social type was used.

The finding was as followings.

First, after peer counselor’'s mentor activity, there was a significant improvement
in rejected children’s trust and respect to peer and the whole relationship from the
pretest to the post test.

Second, peer counselor’'s mentor activity gave rise to affirmative changes on
rejected children’s social status and social type.

This study concluded that peer counselor’'s mentor activity would help rejected

children’s peer relationship to change affirmatively and improve.
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