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The Labor and Everyday Life of Organic Farm
Households Coulpes

Huh, Mee-Young

This study identifies the spectrum of different forms of sharing labor in farm
houses following the increase in the production of organic produce and deals with
the gender division of labor and every day life of the farm households. The in-
creased labor burdens of organic farming give more work opportunities to wives,
weakening the gender barriers. However, some of the farm households seeking for
economic feasibility are strengthening the gender barriers by specialized work
divisions, leading to outside order labor of harvest, sorting, and packaging in order
to increase efficiency in agricultural management in extreme cases. Even in the
alternative distribution system, farm households has become subject to the distri-
bution system as it is shown that coop claimed the segmentation of sorting work.
This is because the convenience of the customers goes before the advantages of
producers. Jinju, seeking for economic feasibility, has established the springboard
for growth by greenhouse through monoculture and specialization and are operating
economic growth stably. Farm couples with this condition, where their incomes are
relatively high, are attempting to recharge their energy during low seasons. It is
expected that this will be a model case of conventionalization of organic farming.
Significance of organic farming in this matter is discussed.

Key word : organic farm households couples, gender division of labor, everyday
lives, conventionalization
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