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= Abstract =

An International Comparative Study of the Graduate
Degree Programs for the Professionals of the
Gifted/Talented Education

- An Analysis of Korean Graduate Program in Comparison with
the Standards of America and Europe -

Kang, Choongyoul
Korea National University of Education

One of the main factors that affect the improvement of G/T education is
the number and the level of quality of the professionals who are working
for the gifted. The professionals vary depending on the role they play for
the gifted from the classroom teacher, coordinator, to consultant. Since
the legislation of the law for the enhancement of the gifted education in
Korea, the in-service training for the classroom teacher has been expanded
in number throughout the country. Nowadays, the gifted education is
about to be expanded into the general school population, and it becomes
more necessary that the training at the level of university graduate
program be expanded beyond the short-term in-service training so far.

In this vein, the number of universities in Korea that offer the staff
development for the gifted education at the graduate level has been
increased. However, the problem is whether those programs meet the
need to produce the quality professionals. Based on this problem
awareness, the study analyzed the graduate programs of 8 universities in
Korea by comparing their course descriptions with the graduate-level
- training program standards of the United States and Europe. It was found
that most of the universities fulfiled the areas that both standards
commonly consider import, such as “concept and development of
giftedness”, “curriculum development for the gifted”, “teaching methods
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for the gifted.” However, the number of the offered subjects was different
among the universities, which indicates that it is suspicious that the
universities equally satisfy the areas both standards require. Furthermore,
it was also found that the universities differ in satisfying the other
standards. From these findings, several suggestions were made for the
improvement of the university graduate programs in Korea.

Key Words: Professionals for G/T education, Graduate program for G/T
education
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