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Toxicity of Puffer Fish, Arothron firmamentum (Byeolbok)
and Lagocephalus spp. in Korea
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The toxicity of five species of puffer fish, Arothron firmamentum (Byeolbok), Lagocephalus gloveri
(Heukmilbok), L. wheeleri (Eunmilbok), L. inermis (Minmilbok) and L. lunaris (Milbok), collected from
fish markets in Korea, was determined using a mouse bioassay. In A. firmamentum, the proportion of
toxic specimens containing >10 MU/g was 87.5% in the ovaries, and 10.0% in the skin; no toxicity was
detected in the muscle, fin, liver, intestine and gallbladder using the mouse bioassay. The highest toxin
levels were found to be 87 MU/g in the ovaries, and 13 MU/g in the skin. Toxic specimens containing
>10 MU/g were not detected from samples taken from any of the organs in L. wheeleri and L. inermis.
In L. gloveri, most specimens were found to be non-toxic, but toxin levels of 11-72 MU/g were detected
from within the skin, fins, and intestines in one specimen. In L. /unaris, the proportion of toxic specimens
was 50.0% in the ovaries, and 7.1% in the gallbladder; no toxicity was detected in the other organs by
the mouse bioassay. The highest toxin levels were 75 MU/g in the ovaries, and 14 MU/g in the gallbladder.
Therefore, the toxicities of edible muscle and skin in the five species of puffer fish marketed in Korea
were found to be within acceptable levels for human consumption.
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- (Jeon and Yoo, 1995b), B4 (Ryu et al., 2003; Kim et al,,
2007a), 5 (Kim et al,, 2007a) 2 1 & 45 Ho]F (Jeong
et al,, 1994; Kim et al, 2002)°] thgh 5918 FAdo] M 15| o]
Atk

WHE- (drothron firmamentum) & Aol 7] el @eln
A=jule] Beke FaFoln, & HAd) 2a s
A7 23] 9o ok 5 W2 555 %o
A uhgke] FrR 27)7F AL H4 A¥voe] EojA
i, wiZo 7 AL ARG vl e da, di
FH- o, TFEE, EEaE, £, wEUE A BXxg
T} (Han, 1995). 'BE-2] =40 tisi= dENAE Oia AL
At ThEh Fuchi et al. (1991)2) B3 9o A9l glow,
SE UM = BAE oAl A fE-H e 6/l g =
A Bazh e Bolt) (Jeong et al., 1994).

FA, WEBZ (Lagocephalus spp )l &3k o1& HE &
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I ZFe) 22 7P ok ‘?:.‘-%w‘?‘rt AAA o E o}
s e] Yokl Exan, Lelvtet AFddA FEHT
BE SLBE (L gloverd), 2EE (L. wheeleri), WLE (L.
inermis) B W8 (L. hunaris) F-& Yﬂﬁ%i} A=Fol] FIEFT}
(Han, 1995). A E7t7 L&F2] B & 540 AY
e Aoz dEA dRer, ?4%011*% 1959, 1980
D ARIAES] BE (L lunaris) FAFHE AT 2F50) HASH
B} glo] ‘=d B o)2}k Bl (Tabeta, 1983) U B F58&
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B AL HE (drothron firmamentum) 1078H, SLE
(Lagocephalus gloveri) 12703, 2d5- (Lagocephalus wheeleri)
8ANA, WHE (Lagocephalus inermis) HAA 2 45
(Lagocephalus lunaris) 15714 58 FA4 718, Ad 59 2
AT SANA FAsHTE. Aol 20049 7F 2005
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A 7+ B E AFHsH e, ZA] =4 24T S YU F
Sl ¥EE FHa ABE 42 200 572 nakshuA

Y5t
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A B A Bolxe dEo] AZHPAAAZ I (Kawabata,
A o) W) 2AAEA 08 FEe vt
é*l?}é‘%‘ii 27890 F, A8 938 0.1% 248
& 7}alo] HlESOlA 1087 THE 58 &5t WA
3 Toyo No. SAZ o}#stt). XW~ A} 0.1% FAHE-H O
2 Mol sl JAE ot dHFOE H st 2=
A 907 34t
7+ Aol B4 53 7 25A 98 AT 1921
g9l ICRAl mouse () 3-5vke] el zb2} 1 mLy 875418}
3, 7} moused] A5 AARAIZHS- il Re] E (Kawabata,
1978)o) A mouse unit (MUYE B4VER] Fola, F9a< #
ato] =4 (MU/g)S UERNALE 83, 254E FAR 3-57F

[

2]9] mouse F FY AMAIZLe] 58 ohfel Aol 5-108
Aolel] E58 2Rag 2EA 208 HGE] MBSl 54

& =243 A8 g7 MUZ HERGITE o B | MUE AT
20 g2 mouseE 30 HAA e HEFE oot

MouseZ AHE-3H= A EAFA Eoj5e AETA =
we] AFEQAEE BHA 10 MU V- F3)e ZoR
733151 91O B 2 (Kawabata, 1978), ¥ AolA 245 &
71% v 10 MU/g oPd9] 548 vehd Ak FE8 AL
Z Eskth

2 ¥ 0

HEo| £E =4

BAA 1A s HE (4 firmamentum) 2+ 7| A &
Heold =438 Table 19 YERIGITH Ado) Al T8 EES
A% 29.0-33.0 em, AF 501-819 gol AT, F 10744 T 87§
A7F A, RAE A L7} dEEtA] gol Y FRo] &
&kt
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F TNAIA 10 MU/gS 238k 2587 MUg] 4] dE
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Table 1. Toxicity of drothron firmamentum (Byeolbok) specimens collected at Gijang market in Korea
Collection  Tofal length  Body weight Sex Toxicity (MU/g)
month (cm) (@ Muscle  Skin Fin Liver Intestine Gonad  Gall-bladder
Jan, 2005 30.0 662 ¥ <5 <5 <8 <5 <5 25 <11
" 31.0 612 ¥ <5 <5 <8 <5 <5 65 <5
" 32.0 819 ¥ <5 <5 <7 <5 <5 85 <5
# 31.0 581 ¥ <5 <5 <8 <5 <5 41 <10
" 315 501 ¥ <5 <5 <5 <5 <5 43 <8
" 32.0 572 ¥ <5 <5 <9 <5 <5 53 <5
4 30.5 575 ¥ <5 13 <8 <5 <5 <7 <3
# 33.0 766 ¥ <5 <5 <6 <5 <5 87 <7
" 31.0 616 Unid” <5 <5 <7 <5 <5 A <8
# 29.0 536 Unid. <5 <5 <8 <5 <5 - <5
YUnid., Unidentified; ?-, Not tesied.
Table 2. Toxicity of Lagocephalus gloveri (Heukmilbok) specimens collected from coastal area of Korea
Collection  Collection ~ Total length Body weight o Toxicity (MU/g)
area month (cm) (@) Muscle Skin  Fin  Liver Intestine Gonad Gall-bladder
Tongyeong  Aug. 2004 30.0 622 = <5 <5 <5 <5 <5 <8 <62
" " 255 418 a4 <5 <5 <4 <5 <5 <14 Ry
" 7 245 353 & <5 <5 <5 <5 <5 <22 -
Jeju Mar. 2004 33.2 689 ¢ <5 <5 <5 <5 <5 <5 <20
4 ” 34.0 699 4 <5 <5 <5 <5 <5 <5 <11
" Y 340 732 & <5 <5 <5 <5 <5 <5 <20
” ” 315 557 4 <5 <5 <5 <5 <5 <5 <20
” 4 328 697 & <5 <5 <3 <5 <5 <3 -
” May 2004 33.0 738 & 7 53 72 <5 11 <5 -
» Jan. 2005 385 1,140 Unid® <5 <5 <5 <5 <5 - -
” “ 315 1,082 Unid. <5 <5h <5 <5 <5 - -
4 4 320 598 Unid. <5 <5 <5 <5 <5 - -
., Not tested; *Unid., Unidentified.
BEe fete] BHARY 55, FAAS FA) Aol JEHUN, THAME T MU F0) U5
olZw AT sfHlA Faste OM_.?-' (Han, 1995), 9}%-  t}.
of 7HAI7E ok ol N AEHE A9 SEG 2 oled @ ERE WA £EHD gE Suse
Sof ol o] A A% ABHL RO RAHL  h B 2k AL T EANA 10MUES ZIEE 5
itk e el 3 QR Aol e A8 AEFHA ggort 98 A P E 13-19 MU/ge
7Fed Bol ojFE B o] glA ghom, B A7 E4o] 7&H U Bl (Jeong et al, 1994; Kim et al,, 2002)
Az @B bR 28 PE Ao AUHYw, o WL Aol
e ol stel H4o] o Aog ARHAT FHel @, vt A EAY FTUR 1sAA] R FEEY
AZFE G AdHo|nz 2dee] T A ato] & ojwd BYolME | MU 2781 ggton, 7t Be]
of A= Kot vl ZAE 8¢ Zog Algdr W HuEAAE A 13 MUg, ABNA 8§ MU/g, 11l
X fo Aroll x LR alli=t P AR O &
suzo 2oy =4 e e s
) ofgk 5438 JERNATH (Hwang et al, 1992). me}x] SH8-&
Aot B (L gloveri) 7+ WA BUE EHL Table oo L (Hhwang - ) e  oren
S =101 &) A& ey ¥ BB B : ojZAjgel} Rl we} ek o) AEEE B8 U
2] YERITE Alg AlFE P82 g vk, o1} BlmA EAo] okat 2oz FFYch
AFA A gutEl & Zhz FelEtgd e, AlgelE M 24.5-
385em, AT 353-1,140 g0 901, F 12704 F AL 2, 2UEo 2LlE =Y
A oA Ea s fEagols e YXt K o= B (L. wheeleri) $WA S F98 542 Table 39 Y
atol A o) s Algel] Al SUEe) B4 Ay Aol AFE 29UES A 195-2500m, AF
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Table 3. Toxicity of Lagocephalus wheeleri (Eunmilbok) specimens collected from coastal area of Korea

Collection  Collection ~ Total length Body weight o Toxicity (MU/g)

area month {cm) (@) Muscle Skin  Fin  Liver Intestne Gonad Gail-bladder
Tongyeong  Dec. 2004 19.5 188 Unid.” <5 6 8 <5 <5 2 -

" Feb. 2005 24.0 315 2 <5 <5 <12 <5 <6 <5 <33

” ” 24.0 170 & <5 <5 <9 <7 <7 <7 <33
Gijang QOct. 2005 24.2 303 & <5 <5 <6 <5 <5 <9 -

" ” 23.0 247 Unid. <5 <5 <9 <5 <5 - -

” " 24.0 293 Unid. <5 <5 <8 <5 <5 - -

4 ” 24.5 261 Unid. <5 <5 <8 <5 <5 - -

" ” 25.0 310 Unid. <5 <5 <6 <5 <5 - -

YUnid., Unidentified; ?-, Not tested.

Table 4. Toxicity of Lagocephalus inermis (Minmilbok) specimens collected at Gijang market in Korea

Collection  Total length Body weight o Toxicity (MU/g)
month {cm) (0) Muscle  Skin Fin Liver Intestine Gonad  Gall-bladder

Sept. 2005 41.0 1,539 Ed <5 <5 <5 <5 <5 <5 <10
» 39.0 1,260 & <5 <5 <5 <5 <5 <5 <20
” 39.0 1,234 4 <5 <5 <5 <5 <5 <5 <7
" 41.0 1,327 g <5 <5 <5 7 <5 6 <40
” 37.0 1,190 I <5 <5 <5 <5 <5 <5 <20
” 40.0 1,439 2 <5 <5 <5 7 <5 <14 <25
” 40.0 1,275 & <5 <5 <5 <5 <5 <5 <16
y 41.0 1,400 a <5 <5 <5 <5 <5 <5 <25
" 42.0 1,387 & <5 <5 <5 <5 <5 <21 <25
» 39.0 1,040 Ed <5 <5 <5 <5 <5 10 <14
" 40.0 1,381 g <5 <5 <5 <5 <5 <5 <10

9] ojujgt R ME Byo] LfERIR] o} 2F9je 21 et

A vBlwA ok oz FolEYD)

Hwang et al. (1992)2 tigtolA) oj& g 2R 70705 &
98 548 2AR A3 B (I 200 MU E AT
o l‘%ﬂOﬂHE EAo] HEHA edsitha s} B A
St FARE AEgolfnh. 2y Bake oA el A £
°‘§i(37ﬂﬂl)°%1 e 2%, A, € E0ME 10MUg
& ZHste 540] fé%ﬂﬂ 9&4 , ZH(H 5L 12 MU/g),
A (61 MU/g) B W (73 MU/g) 59 F9d e =40]
AEF = 4T AT Jeong et al, 1994). T, 1T Ao}
A FHE edEA e Z5 FAANN 10MU/gS 2¥
sz JRAI7E I evt A Zhl e AR AR} 298
(Kim et al., 1996) ¥ SA-7F23 ke 2kzbe] Zol7t AURe=w
ol A QA Ape]& AAZITh

wEbA] S} ATs|olA ojEsE oUR EE??} El
I epR7EA R AfA o] we} g HAo] AEEHe A4S
AN vl H kA Foz Fobs vt
dlai=o) Koy £

WA E (L. inermis) 117048 B9 AL Table 49 Ut
ERIACE Al Alg® 9dEe A3 37.0-42.0 cm, AE

1,040-1,539 gol 911, & 114 £ 1077 2, e A 1
WAl GZ ) ATh A Fel AFE NLEG M A A
AW HEYIMNE 10 MUgS 233 EA0] FHA
FgoH, 53 Fo wWeids A 4L Jehie 13
Aol 232 AR AR A 6-10 MU/ge] SA49 LE}

Tani (1945)= A& FF27) (iBf) AAAIZl A 7F43
U8 370H Y] e 54 AP, el A 100 MU/gS]
EA0] AZH IAE AQshd &8, 44, A4, 7 59
oA 10 MU/gS 23 AT 23 gt Bus)
GAch Z12)A Hwang et al. (1992) gk kit WHE 7574 ]
o] 29 B4 gigte &5 (1 225 42 EFHX
16 MU/g)e] 7% Ha=4ol 1 MU/g °lstd ey THEHD
1,100 MU/g), & (2 430 MU/g), ‘&4 (A 3L 200 MU/g)9) 3
FEAL 100MU/g o)3tdthae Bastch

b Y E-S ZALA A Al7ld mE Afole ot

=2

Z2 Agas ¥4 289 4he A9 2EQ R0

SR
Yso| R9E SN

j=]
n
=42 Table 59 UrEMWDP 154011 Agd 282
35.0-42.0 cm, AF 621-1,183 g0l 9aL, & 1574A & &
87R A, F710] 77H741°191Ur

Aol Algg o] 28, gd, A=gv], 7k 4 2 Hk
59 FHQME 540 7&?-55}%1 R, ¥ AEEHE )
A% QoAM= 10 MU/ Z38HA] ol Eo] gle 20l
o} 28y dad e #Ha 75 MU/gel HAEE L 874 Al
Z AN 10 MU/gS 2331 F4o] ZEH {5744
Z2882 50%019 0, HEEAAX 1947 MU/go 2 A9
H 9EF 7P =2 54 JEUdth &4 A 1470
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Table 5. Toxicity of Lagocephalus lunaris (Milbok) specimens collected at Gijang market in Korea

Collection Total length ~ Body weight o Toxicity (MU/g)
month (cm) (@) Muscle Skin Fin Liver Intestine Gonad  Gall-bladder
Jan. 2005 415 836 £l <5 <5 <5 <5 <5 <5 <16
” 39.0 822 & <5 <5 <5 <5 <5 <5 <16
" 41.0 859 g <5 <5 <5 <5 <5 <5 <8
" 40.0 886 Kl <5 <5 <5 <5 <5 <31 <8
” 35.0 674 g <5 <5 <5 <5 <5 <22 <25
" 38.0 793 3 <5 <5 <5 <5 <5 <5 <10
4 38.5 815 2 <5 <5 <5 <5 <5 <3 <8
" 420 1,183 3 <5 <5 <5 <5 <5 17 <4
n 375 621 ¥ <5 <5 <5 <5h <5 <8 <11
” 40.0 855 & <5 <5 <5 <5 <5 23 <10
May 2005 365 888 & <5 <5 <5 <5 <5 <5 <20
” 36.0 823 g <5 <5 <5 <5 <5 <11 N
” 37.0 962 2 <5 <5 <5 <5 <5 <5 <10
” 38.5 873 ¥ <5 <5 <5 <5 <5 38 <10
g 38.5 881 2 <5 <5 <5 6 8 75 18
Y., Not tested.
Z AT 18 MU/ EAdo) Byt Theol ol Eghg)o] gix] grow, B AR Alg 7Y
B2 2w, ‘*%T?SH, %%i‘éﬂ gl FEde ¥ FA ol E Ao} vl A ZE dgoiidol lmu[Alo} Zafo A
ek SRl B3 WEilA Fow gl goy dEg o] 83t Ao FHE U AH3 A E20% 5 gl
FyILA T} (B 5L )00 A EEQ (Bl o2+ s 98 o vl 2 2 Ao A EAE 4B IS/AAY Z5olu 4F
vete] Fald B dal sl EXde Aow RuHg) 5 7hRel M B4 ol #R1EA] ekshet 2001 39 Bl
T} (Tabeta et al., 1986b). ‘F&5] 4k %‘_%(67}1241 o] AL & oM JdrulA o} sl oA olgd Eof HHE QI
FAXE INAE AT s7AAA AN 7.2-171.2 MUge) A% Azz o o] slAWE Bl 1T (Brillantes et al., 2003), Al
L2 (Harada 1979), EF58] wadois] o g8 Y8 of b2 EA Wl Mgt gt Hojol ZAde] thsie]
(30?Hxﬂ o] A9 W4 (H 5320 MU/ WEeIY, 1 9 Hoh 1]%31 ol AWe ZA} Bod Ao AlmHT)
5 (H 31 368 MU/g), BA (3L 363 MU/g), A (H 1 148
MUJg), % (F 1L 483 MU/g), & (H3L 693 MU/g) 52 452 A At

2 R E AT} (Tabeta, 1983). T8 oivt SlZaf oA o] &=
QEGME 3, 2 AR o) 283 AAdodx
Z 3L 130-140 MU/g, Bt 18 MU/g] EA40] 27} #&9 ul
AT (Hwang et al, 1992). 18] 3 B =0l FFG AL 55
= EEY SA4E A ¢ ‘:‘Ht =& Aol wepAE g
Zpol & viehdlo] 3YRE 11971 E {5 0}0‘3 ot 1245
B ohd 24 Aololl= 4, @é‘, A4 5 ojE BjolA
T B0 HEEX &ge ALw By 9173»}- (Brillantes et al.,
2003). Bl B EE 8 RoE Hu BAAE 25
ol 4 243 MU/g, THollA] 813 MU/g, 72 ol 2] 148 MU/g, 1%
I A Al A 2,920 MU/gol ATk, T1Eu e A s
oA ojg g dHo Aol 2R, AE, 3, AN B
&5 oW BN E sMUgS 2F8te B4 4EY
A o, A 2 549 2ol A UEhA] gt
t (Mahmud et al,, 1999). wheba] Y& BA4L MAE, 59
AR H o] gRof wit 5] Aoy digs] 4lstte
RAE & & AN

AE o M= 19593, 19803 2 19815 0f o] o
Abazh A gl mhe} S Eoole) M sle] oF ¥
Y3 ZAE BA3) spe] el WrdE= A ;
3 90T (Tabeta et al., 1986a). U Y2 o Alg

o] dAe PN (BEEA fJAdd Aslde
AT, RP-2008-FS-001)¢] Aol 23] == glom, dAtn
Aol A=),
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