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The Publishing and the Emergence of Nationalism
in Modern Korea

Baek Chae
Professor

Dept. of Communication, Pusan National University

The aim of this study is to examine the role of publishing in emerging
process of nationalism in modern Korea. In the process of coping with the
imperialist invasion, the Korean nationalism had begun to emerge. With
the Patriotic Enlightenment movement from 1905 till 1910, the publishing
in Korea had become activated remarkably. With the books of enlightenment
the Korean society could try to overcome the traditional China-centered world
view and try to build up a new recognition of ‘others’. In addition the
books of enlightenment provided information on the various aspects of modern
nationalism. And the republishing the Korean classical books seemed to have
been very conducive to improve national self-esteemn of Korea. The books
on history contributed to building up new national identity which was an
indispensable to the nationalism. The Korean history was reinvented from
the nationalistic viewpoint. The biographies of historic heros presented some
historic model of overcoming the national ctisis. In conclusion the publishing
in modern Korea played an important role in emerging process of the Korean
nationalism.

Key words: nationalism, publishing, media history, modernity, modern
Korea



