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The Effect of Social Roles on Depression of Foreign Wives
in Korea: Focused on the Difference among Japanese,
Chinese and Vietnamese Wives.

Seung-Eun Cha - Doo-Sub Kim

The purpose of this study was to examine the difference in depression level
of Japanese, Chinese and Vietnamese wives who are residing in Korean
society. Specia focus was taken to compare the differences in terms of the
origin of nationality. Guided by the role theory, we anayzed the effect of
parental role and work role on depression of foreign wives. Also we
considered the social resources, ethnic characteristic that are well-known to be
associated with the role performance, in this study. The data came from the
sample of 524 foreign wives case (Japanese 35%, Chinese 31%, Vietnamese
34%). The result show us that depression level is different by origin of
nationality of foreign wives. Vietnamese wives were more depressed compare
to Japanese or Chinese wives. The effects of two socia role on depression
were significant even if the social resources and ethnicity are considered in
the model. However, the strength of the effect of socia roles were different
by one another: having a job was especially effective to decrease the Chinese
wife's depression level, while for the Vietnamese wives, parental role was
essential to lower the depression leve. In addition, the social determinants of
depression were differ by the nationalities of wives. The results imply that the
social adaptation process of foreign wife may be varied by the origin of
nationality.

Key Words: marriage migration, parental role, work role, depression, ethnic
differences, social determinants





