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Korean Diaspora: From Overseas Compatriots to Network

Sungho Chung

The study of Korean diaspora has focused on migration, adaptation, and
identity of overseas Koreans in China, the CIS, Japan, and the United States.
However, the contemporary concept of a diaspora is a way of understanding
migration, cultural difference, identity politics, and so on. Thus, this more
broadly defined diaspora is used to mean a dispersion of people of a common
national origin or of common beliefs living in exile. As of 2007, it is
estimated that there are about 7 million Koreans living in 170 countries
outside the Korean peninsula. Some have left Korea involuntarily and some
others voluntarily. But most of them actively try to maintain their identity and
culture as Koreans. With the large number of overseas Koreans, there has
recently been the recognition of the importance of networking among overseas
Koreans in the 21st century. The purpose of this paper is to emphasize the
necessity of Korean Global Network of overseas Koreans. In doing so, this
paper reviewed the case of Jewish and Chinese network. Then, this paper
indicates the problems in the networking of overseas Koreans and suggests
the policy implications for Korean Global Network. Above al, there should
be changes in the government's policy towards overseas Koreans in the
direction of organizing networks of overseas Koreans to coexist with the
mother country. The government should adopt a policy to restore trust in
overseas Koreans. It should take a pragmatic approach to the mutual interests
in the socioeconomic relations instead of taking a political approach to
overseas Koreans.
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