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<Abstract>

Family and child educators have an obligation to ensure that their students understand, conceptually and
pragmatically, the major research methods. The purpose of this study was to develop a qualitative methodology
course for graduate students majoring in family and child studies. Three stages of course development were followed;
investigating how methodology courses are offered in family and child studies, discussing what topics and
components should be covered in a qualitative methodology course, and planning how the topics and components
should be taught. The proposed qualitative methodology course includes; understanding philosophical and theoretical
frameworks, learning the general process of a qualitative research, comparing different qualitative traditions of
inquiry, discussing emerging issues related to qualitative research, and conducting experimental field work. This study
can provide an academic syllabus for family and child educators, who are interested in teaching a qualitative
methodology course for graduate students.
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