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A Study for Activation of Pharmacy Oriental Medicine after the Separation
of Prescribing and Dispensing Practice

Byung-Chul Choi, Ji-In Kim and Uy-Dong Sohn*
College of Pharmacy, Chung Ang University

Abstract — The purpose of this study is to investigate the best way that Oriental medicine contributes for activation of
pharmacy management after the separation of prescribing and dispensing practice since July 2000. In order to investigate
current pharmacy conditions for handling of Oriental medicine and many problems for administering the Oriental medicine
to patients, a questionnaire was written with a list of questions related to pharmacy management with Oriental medicine,
and given to 58 subjects via fax or personal visit during the period of April 21 to 30, 2003. The research results was as fol-
lows; In th 58 subjects, 45 subjects (77.6%) were pharmacists with a licence for dispensing Oriental medicine. 70.7% of sub-
jects most likely preferred to extract granule as administering type of oriental medicine. About the motivation using Oriental
medicine, the reason for activation of pharmacy management was 39.7%, second, the reason for resolving the limitation of
treatment over western medicine was 25.9%. Oriental medicine for patients was mainly administered by recommendation
with pharmacist (65.5%). In comparison with after and before the separation of prescribing and dispensing, 51.7% of subjects
answered that sale volume was decreased after the separation. Concerning the ratio of total sales volume to Oriental med-
icine within 5 years, 50% of subjects expected that sales volume will increase positively. About treating Oriental medcine,
34.5% of subjects thought the problem is the regulation by limiting 100 kinds of formulary. The most important factor for
increasing Oriental medicine selling amount was continueous education for various information of oriental medicine in case
of 44.8% of sujects. The best pharmacy to handle oriental medicine was community pharmacy (36.2%). It was expressed
the reason why many pharmacists have not been treated oriental medicine because lots of time needs for dispensing pre-
scription from clinics in these 4 years after the separation of prescribing and dispensing. These results lead to the conclusion
that the Oriental medicine at pharmacy will greatly increase within 5 years and will be very important portion for pharmacy

management.
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