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Meteorological Disaster of Jeju Island in Chosun Dynasty and the Response
Aspect of Government and Islanders
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Abstract : This study examined the meteorological disaster of Jeju Island in Chosun Dynasty based on historical
documents, and analyzed how its government and Jeju Islanders responded to this. Recording cases of abnormal
weather days of Jeju Island in Chosun Dynasty were most in 17th Century, and then in 18th Century, 16th Century, 15th
Century, and 19th Century in order. For the type of meteorological disaster, storm damage was most setious, and then
flood disaster, drought disaster, and snow damage were in order. For the region, Jejumok was mostly damaged from
storm and flood, and Daejeonghyeon was mostly from drought. Once meteorological disaster occurred, it was a
common thing that it continued with famine. The Chosun government relieved Jeju Islanders by moving the grains of
mainland into Jeju Island, and for this, installed Galdujin warehouse, Naripo warehouse, and Jemin warehouse. Also, it
tried to resolve chronic famine by moving Jeju people into mainland such as Pyeong’an-do. Corresponding to severe
weather, the farmers of Jeju Island implemented agricultural methods such as Dapjeon, Baryeong, molding, and wind-
breaking; and the seamen conducted unique arts of navigation such as Hwanjeon, and gravel shipment.
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