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Government Policies, R&D Networks and Space:
The Case of Korean national R&D Projects*

Hyungjoo Kim** - Jeong Hyop Lee*** - Dong-Won Sohn**#%*

Abstract : Government R&D policies generate diverse intended and unintended effects including
innovator-specific and spatial effects. The Korean government has promoted R&D policies
througheut the industrializing period, resulting in R&D networks focused on government research
institutes geographically concentrated in the Capital region and Daedeck. This research aims to
review the development of the Korean national R&D projects and analyze the recent composition
of participants and spatial effects of the Korean national R&D projects. The results show that, in
terms of the participants, the R&D networks generated from the Korean national R&D projects have
been diversified from dominance of the government research institutes to strategic collaboration
between the Korean private firms, universities, and government research institutes. Spatially, the
R&D networks are not regionalized, and many private firms in most of the regions have nation-
wide R&D networks or still rely on the R&D networks in the Capital region.
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