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Design Strategies for Urban Parks as Urban Infrastructure
- An Analysis of the Landscape Design Competition
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ABSTRACT

The objective of this study is to critically examine the result and the quality of urban park design as infrastructure
by analyzing the landscape architectural design competition for Cheongna New City, which was organized by the Korea
Land Corporation. This paper is meaningful in that it broadly examines several recent design competitions for urban parks,
thereby discussing what the future urban park should be.

This study explores the existing analysis methods of design competitions in order to establish a comprehensive method
of analysis for the Cheongna competition. Through reinterpreting the concept of the urban park as infrastructure and the
design strategies of landscape urbanism, nine key words and a framework for the analysis of urban park design are established.
By analyzing the guidelines. for the competition, five key words; networking, site, ecology, scale, and infrastructure have
been seclected and are used as the framework of analysis for the competition.

The analysis of the contestants of the competition based on the proposed analysis method leads to a few implications
for urban park design as infrastructure: networking and scale from the perspective of the development site; the creation
of a sense of place and symbolism in creating the urban image; planning for an ecological urban environment; focus on
the significance of the urban park as infrastructure. These implications are highlighted and discussed by the contestants
through a variety of experiments. These ideas, however, are provided as a simple configuration of shapes and conceptual
explanations and fail to be developed into synthetic, practical strategies.
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