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ABSTRACT

Although competitions for large parks are increasing rapidly across the world, theoretical research and critiques of these
competitions are as yet insufficient. The ‘International Design Competition for Central Open Space in Multi-functional
Administrative City, Korea’, a representative competition for large park design, can be a significant resource for examining
the contemporary design strategies that go into the design of a large park. In this study, the authors make a framework for
analysis by looking at the competition’s design guidelines and literatures on ‘large parks’, and by then analyzing the ten
finalists. Four questions that were derived from the framework were: ‘what are the approaches to large parks?’, ‘what is
the process of design?’, ‘what is the sustainability of the park?’, and ‘what are the relations between city and park?’

The results of the study are as follows. First, the design concepts for large parks are primarily site-specific. It is particularly
important in ensuring the identity of the large park. Second, it is difficult to find design proposals which satisfy the four
main questions sufficiently, and works submitted tend to be visual-oriented, form-oriented, and results-centered. Third, the
notion of ‘sustainability’ in large parks is a comprehensive one which includes various aspects such as ecology, finance,
programming, and community. However, the notion remains ambiguous, and plans for operation and management are not
concretely proposed. Finally, design proposals for large parks accompany positive relations with the city. Especially, ‘productive
parks’ and ‘city self-sufficiency’ are very important demands in regards to large parks.
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