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Comparison of Nursing Workload Associated with Patient
and Anesthetic Factors in the Post-anesthesia Care Unit

Lee, Yoon Young"

1) Clinical Nurse Specialist, Department of Nursing, Asan Medical Center

Purpose: The purpose of this study was to examine nursing workload associated with patient and anesthetic

factors in the post-anesthesia care unit(PACU). Method: The data used in this study were collected from February
26th, 2008 to May 16th, 2008. The subjects were 828patients and collected data were analyzed by using SPSS

program. Results: It was found that there were statistical differences in gender, age, past history, type of
anesthesia, duration of anesthesia, type of surgery. The mean PRN for nursing workload was 25 for below 17

years, and 27.5 for above 61 years. The mean PRN for nursing workload was 27 for general anesthesia, and 16
for regional anesthesia. The mean PRN for nursing workload was 29 for orthopedic surgery and neurosurgery, and

23 for ophthalmology. The mean PRN for nursing workload was 24.6 for below lhour in duration of anesthesia,
and 27.5 for above 2hours in duration of anesthesia. Conclusion: This study was carried out to examine nursing

workload in the PACU. The results from this study will be help to improve nursing in PACU through efficient

distribution of nursing workload in PACU.
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