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Cystic Tuberculosisin Olecranon, Mimicking the Bone Tumor

- A Case Report -

Myung-Sang Moon, M .D., Tae-Yong Bae, M.D., Jun-Beom Kim, M.D., Je-Gyun Chon, M.D.*

Department of Orthopedic Surgery, Sun General Hospital, Dagjeon, Korea

Authors report a case of cystic tuberculosis of left olecranon in a 44 year-old woman, which mimicked
the bone tumor at initial presentation. She complained mild discomfort in the left elbow over a month. On
examination there were no local redness, swelling, tenderness and deformity. There was no limitation of
left elbow motion. After open curettage of the lesion, bone tuberculosis was confirmed by histological
study. Postoperative triple chemotherapy of 12 months (Rifamcpicin, ethambutal, INH) could cure the

disease.
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Fig. 1. (A) Preoperative radiograms show cystic lesion with a bony septum and irregular margin in the left olecranon. Postoperative
immediate radiograms (B) after curettage show the more enlarged clear cystic cavity which gradually becomes smaller in size (C,D).
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Fig. 2. (A) (low-power) and (B) (high power) show necrotizing granulomatous |nflammat|0n surrounded by lymphocytic infiltra-
tion.
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Table 1. Laboratory data
FAIA A %71 2] (2005) U4 34 7714 1d10¢

WBC 7060 6010 5330 7100 6050

Seg.neutro(%) 60.1 58.2 54.7 63.7 49.8

Lympho. (%) 275 30.3 35.6 275 41

Mono. (%) 6.6 6.3 4.4 5.0 5.4

ESR (mm/hour) 20 15 15 19 14

CRP (mg/dL) 0.05 0.02 0.02 0.06 0.06
Seg.neutro: segmented neutrophils, Lympho.: lymphocytes, Mono.: monocytes
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