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ABSTRACT : The countries are trying to expand the sea limit such as the territorial sea,

fishing zone or the exclusive economic zone as far as the Law of the Sea permit to do for the
benefit of their national interest. Especially, they are eager to claim the base point where it locates
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far from the coastline even if it is uninhabited island or reef under the sea. The baseline has been
claimed to maximize the territorial sea. Another way to expand the sea limit is to lower the
vertical datum to change the land limit. China claimed Dongdo which is located about 79 miles
far from the coast as the base point. Japan also claimed many uninhabited island or the reef which
is located very far from the coast such as Okino Dorishima. As Korea is the party who negotiate
the maritime limit with Japan and China, we should be keen and sensitive on the issues claimed
by neighboring countries in terms of base point and the baseline.

This paper is to review the characteristics of the base points or baselines of neighboring
countries and to suggest the views how to maintain and to relocate our base points. As western
coast of Korean peninsula is one of the largest tide fluctuation zone in the world, with long tidal
record to prove the vertical datum adjustment, Korea can find the way to lower the vertical datum
especially in Yellow Sea. So, major and critical tidal station has to be set up along the western
coast to verify tide fluctuation record which can be met with international standard.

Keywords : maritime boundary, base point, territorial sea, EEZ, base point maintenance and
management, vertical datum, LAT
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