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A Study of Sexual Assaults on Children and Adolescents :
Based on Data from a One-Stop Service Center

Sook-Hyung Song, M.D., Shin-Young Kim, M.D., Young-Ki Chung, M.D. and Yun-Mi Shin, M.D.
Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences, School of Medicine, Ajou University, Suwon, Korea

Objectives : The aim of this study was to identify characteristics of children and adolescents who were victims of
sexual assault in Korea.

Methods : The subjects were 60 children and adolescents who visited the one-stop center as victims of sexual assault.
The medical records of victims of sexual trauma were retrospectively reviewed. We studied the demographic data of the
victims, their relationship to their perpetrator, the characteristics of the assault (frequency, duration, place, type) , and the
process from sexual assault to treatment. We also paid special attention to how the characteristics of the victims or per-
petrators affected the characteristics of the assault or follow-up treatment.

Results : There were several differences between sexual assaults committed by strangers and those committed by
acquaintances. Sexual assaults committed by acquaintances lasted for a longer period of time than those committed by
strangers. In addition, it took more time for victims of sexual assaults committed by acquaintances to seek treatment
than those who were victims of sexual assaults committed by strangers. The majority (55.0%) of victims were between
10 and 15 years of age. Forty percent of the perpetrators were teenagers, and two of them were under the age of 10. Vol-
untary discontinuation of treatment was more frequent in adolescents than in children.

Conclusion : All teenage victims of sexual assault need some sort of urgent intervention. In addition, approachable
methods are needed in order to prevent sexual abuse by strangers or acquaintances.

KEY WORDS : Sexual assault - Child - Adolescent - Victim.
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Table 1. Demographic characteristics of victims

330 19

N (%)
Gender Boy 2(33
Ginl 58 (96.7)
Age <5years 3(50
5% ond <10yeors 1317
10< and <15 years 33 (585.00
15< and <19 years 11 (18.3)
Family structure Both-parents 39 {65.0)
Single-parent 7 7
Remamage 2(33
Orphanage 233
Unidentified 16 (16.7)

H(70.4%) 0193, F7ro] 8H(29.6%) 1%k ArdE 4
Zalo] 8w (24.2%)°120 3, 7o) 259 (75.8%) 01tk
(p<.001). 7FiRbe] Ha) ejfof glo] Aol 178 (63%)
o] uidaHe) o3l AEH G ek ool vlal FAA2
njHA e 93k 9= 1078(30.3%) ¢Ier, Aot &
NE EaiA b olgEyl AlgolA AEHE B3 A
$E 109 (30.3%) 0 & fARE 81E-& ZRBITHpL.001)
(Table 2).

3. 1AL BY

7R vlEAEel 278 (45.0%) 22 7H sk, A
R, e F9 A71E0] 49 (6.7%), A¥-otX|r} 39
(5.0%), ¢ AR} Tl oA Fol 7TH(11.7%), AT
T AgAe] 9% (15.0%) 015, Aot AiE &
whia olgeld ARge] 109 (16.7%) 019tk 718ixle] 4
BHe el 7 397 F 204 wke] 24H(61.5%) 2% 7}
A Bk m, 204 o) 404 wgke] 1078(25.7%), 404 ©]
ol 5 (12.8%) 01 em, i I 84, Hi AHFES
73M3tk

ZFelAE A2 (338) 3} R (2778) 22 W, A
g 4580 Ao EEle o), ujdade ot
AZH 0] Aol il 9o R 33.3% P WAy
o5t A= ko] 240w 72 7% MAEATHPL.05).
AZEY o9 5 uldAgel 3t A= 28] o) v
Ql AdZeo] 2o R 74%) HFEI o HAH
739 23] o)) HEEAR] H% 19 R 57.6%°
Fgslo] o] W HAAA AFHo] o|FoFEE & F
S CHPp<.00D). PhxEt AEE & A5 AEe] Hdsk]
7AAx e 71z vlgael| ojst maj) A BYol 16
WO R 61.5%.or), Halgel &3t HEjel A= FY o)
Foln B9 22.6%% 7 EuEEa 142 oA d9
A% 22.6%% 7ElRATHPL.05) (Table 3).

Table 2. Characteristics differences of sexual assaults between
children and adolescents

i‘

J}E o
r.eL' 2o

1o

¢

Children Adolescents
N (%) N (%)
Type of sexual assault*
Indecent 19 (70.4) 8 (24.2)
Rape 8 (29.6) 25 (75.8)
Perpetrator*
Stranger 17 (63 10 (30.3)
Family members or neighbors 10 (37 13 (39.4)
Acquaintance by internet 0( 00 10 (30.3)
chatting or date
Total number 27 33

* 1 p<.001
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Table 3. Differences between sexual assault cases by stranger
and those by acquaintance

By stranger By acquaintance
N (%) N (%)

Type of sexual assauit*

Indecent 18 (66.7) 9 (27.3)

Rape 9 (33.3) 24 (72.7)
Frequency of sexual assault’

One time 25 (92.6) 14 (42.4)

More than 2 times 2(7.4) 19 (57.6)
Time lag to treatment*

Within 1 day 16 (61.5) 7 (22.6)

Within 1 month 9 (34.6) 17 (54.8)

After 1 month 1(38) 7 (22.6)

Unidentified 1 2
Total number 27 33

* 1 p<.05, T p<.00l
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