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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate the information search behavior in functional sportswear
purchasing by clothing and sports concern variables. Functional sportswear means sportswear made of
functional clothing materials. The information search behavior in this study included information sources,
information seeking attributes, information search differences between when consumers buy functional
sportswear and when they purchase nonfunctional sportswear, and information characteristics. For this
purpose, 500 questionnaires had been distributed to university students and 409 of which were used in the
study. For data analysis, frequency, reliability analysis, factor analysis, and t-test were used. The results
were as follows: first, the friends showed to be the most effective information source of functional
clothing materials sportswear and internet revealed to be the information source that made the most
frequent use of. The experts appeared to be the most reliable information source. Second, the more the
students were concemned about clothing and sports, the more important they considered information
seeking attributes. Third, in the aspects of information search differences between when consumers bought
functional sportswear and when they purchased nonfunctional sportswear, only sports concern variables
showed to be significant. The last, regardless of clothing and sports concern variables, it was found that
customers considered all the information characteristics important.
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