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A, 2 (Wandlungsprozesse) <= Yo S] Ui2] AllAlolA] dojul= A ARdE2
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7) ‘Ao thgt B} ApAIEE =0l Schiitze(2006) 9] “sfj&)stA] Al3|elo] Ao A 1%
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Reconstruction of 'the Structure of Biographical Processes'
on the Lives of the Elderly Couples in the Rural Area

Yang, Yeung Ja
(Kyungnam University)

The purpose of the current research is to reconstruct the ‘structure of
biographical processes” on the lives of the elderly couples residing in the rural
area in terms of ‘gender relations.” Autobiographical-narrative interviews with
each of the six elderly couples were conducted. Interview data were analyzed
through the eclectic application of Schiitze’s autobiographical-narrative interview
and Dausien’s feministic biographical research methods. Research findings
revealed that each biography of the elderly couples represents the ‘structure of
biographical process’ that shapes ‘trajectories.” Such ‘trajectories” were found to
characterize two dimensions of ’gender relations’. First, on the micro- and
macro-levels of “trajectories, 'gender relations” were noticed. The ’trajectories” of
the male elderly were found to be both in personal and familial contexts and in
socio-structural context, while those of the female elderly were found to be
mostly in personal and familial contexts. Second, on the micro-level of
"trajectories,” ‘gender relations” were noticed. The male elderly were more or less
different from one another, contingent on the phases of life. They turned out to
take simple roles of performing ‘outdoor duties’” and to be passive in doing
"housework.” Contrary to the male elderly, the female counterparts proved to
actively assume ’dual roles’ in ‘family affairs’ and "outdoor duties’. Such findings
led to the observation of "doing gender’ in the biographies of the elderly and,
furthermore, to capturing the fact that ‘doing gender’ is different, depending on
the phases of life and sex. Finally, some implications for practice were drawn
from the current findings with special reference to biography and gender
relations.

Key words: biographical research, structure of biographical process, qualitative

research, gender relations, doing gender, rural elderly
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