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A Study on the Life History of Post—prostitute Women:
Episodes of Endless Escapes from the Public

Kim, Young Sook
(Sahm Yook University)
Lee, Keun Moo
(Sung Kyun Kwan University)

The purpose of this study is to propose a practical intervention program for
the women who got out of prostitution. For the research we selected the seven
women who had ever engaged in prostitution by snowball sampling. Qualitative
data were accumulated by in-depth interview and private documents collection.
We analyzed the raw data following the Mandelbaum’s conceptual frame ;
dimension of life, turning point and adaptation.

In analysis of the dimension of life, home, religion and occupation were
represented as main thems. Home was interpreted as the reconstruction of
existential field that assumes their fault and others. Religion was interpreted as
the phenomenological field that develops their potentiality and peculiarity.
Occupation was interpreted as the restraining means aganist returning to
prostitution.

In analysis of the turning point, we found a common theme : dis empowering
the discourse power by body-politics.

In analysis of the adaptation, we found three propositions as fellows:

1) "Living with stigma internalized by themselves" 2) "Living as anonymous
being and absconding" 3) Expunging the past disgrace through shifting of social
status. Based on the above results we proposed practical approaches for them.

Key words: The women who have escaped from prostitution, Life history

research, snowball sampling.
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