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Abstract

In Korea, a movement for forming intentional communities is gathering people's interests to improve individualistic liv-
ing environment, and to create a humanistic lifestyle. However, it is difficult to say if its management is successful or
not, because intentional community is just in the experimental stage in Korea. The purpose of this study is to identify
actual condition of residents’ participation in forming process, shared activities in their daily lives, residents’ regulation,
common facilities and its management in order to offer basic information for revitalization of intentional communities in
Korea. 7 intentional communities including eco-friendly villages, religious communities and a cooperative housing com-
munity were collected as the study objects. Upon analysis, those communities were divided into two groups according to
their purpose of establishment; “HC (Housing-life focused Community includes cooperative housing community and eco-
friendly community)” and “IC (Ideology focused Community includes ideology community and religious community)” in
order to identify difference in residents’ participation between the two groups. In-dept interviews with representatives of
7 intentional communities by a structured questionnaire were used as study method. The findings of this study are as
follows; In general, more active residents’ participation is identified in ICs than in HCs. There is no common house,
which is considered as essential in intentional community, in HCs, while it was facilitated in all ICs. Role of leader
seems more important in ICs than in HCs. About the ownership of housing and land, private owned is common in
HCs, while community owned is common in ICs. Shared activities and residents’ regulations are evidently less in most
HCs than in ICs. Furthermore, in order to run a community sustainable, it is crucial to encourage sense of community
among residents, and developing common house and activity programs. Common house design, which can promote pro-
active residents’ participation in shared activity should be studied fitted to Korean circumstances. Above all, proactive
participation in the shared activities is one of the most important factors in intentional community.
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